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Reader 


Courteous Reader, 
T is mot importuvitie of FriendssfalſeCopiesy 
and ſuch like Pleas (which have often 
more if pretence then truth) that gave 
being and birth to theſe Papers. It 35 
9t becauſe the Author hath no obligations 
; t0 anſwer, that makes this appear in a tmrbu” 
; lent warld withwut a Paſs: Tts the ordinary 
| way to gain credit and ſafe condud #0 dedieate 
3 Bnoks to ſome great Name to be a fence againſt 
* detrattion: what is ſaid in Dedications is ordi= 
marily interpreted, as what of courſe is ſaid 
9 ſuch occaſions, rather becauſe its uſual then 
* becauſe its Fuſt, Should Thave preſented theſe 
immaturities of Age and Fudsment, to the dij= 
cerning Preſence of that hynouralle Perſon be* 
fore whom th:y were preacht, and given ghe 
World an Account of her eminent Vertwes, I 
ſhould hwe made ber Modeſtie d) Penance 3 could 
at add any thing to ber meritsber Picty being a= 
bv: my praiſ', and might have gain'd among 
ſome the imputation of flittericy which I al>» » 
A 2 ways ww 


CIS AI 


= To the Reader. 
ways abhor'd. It will perbaps be rcchoned a piece 
of i1INaturesto add to the preſſes oroanr;& great 
indiſcretion to expoſe ſuch imperfettions and de- 
formities M1 theclearct Sunſhine that ſ:m others 
prudence would have direfied into the Shades and 
more private receſſes. But why may not the leſſer 
ſize of mortals, 1nd thoſe who poſſibly know little, 
but what they havcglean'd from others Iaborsgſerv 
God and their generation in a lower ſphere 3 Muſt 
the I: ſſer Stars witþbcld their light, becauſe God 
hath fplac'd the Sur, and "ther Stars of greater 
MagnitndeandLuſtre intheFirmament. My brings 
ing aCockle»ſhell of water from thrOceargmay per” 
haps have this good «ffe& of ſtirring up others to 
bring their larger weſſels-T own it a piece of Con® 
fideuce, whith I wonder at in my ſclf, to offer 
things 10 the vicw of ſ5 many Criticks and cenſe* 
rzous Sceftickr, which ahound in this Ages cucry 
man almoſt differing from an'ther, the moſt from 
thrmſelves. Its hard to eſcape the tongue-Stra= 
pado in thu Tron Age. But theres no reproach 
71 the ſcoffs of Tenorance, or drollings of Phan= 
taſticks, who have only wit enough to make 0- 
thers and themſelves ridiculous, that play tricks 
with words, and frolick with frothy imaginats- 
00s. Tf T ſtand fair in the opinion of valuable 
diſcerners, T ſhall eaſily ſcorn contempiible popur 
larity. If you mect with ſome things which 
croſs your private afprebenſions 3 let nota fond 
forage on the brats of your own brain overmaſter 
youty 
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To the Reader. 


” you, andproaure heat and haſte, unmanly bitter» 


nm ſs and effeminate babble, As long, as there 
are different faces, there will be different concc= 


| prions in this lapſed condition. I defire others may 


be as cold and indifferent in matters of cireum= 
flantial belief, as T my ſelf am in matters diſpu= 
table; T am more inclineable to diſtruſt then to 
confide in my own conceptimms, for confidence in 


| uncertainties is the greateſt encmie to what is 


certaiv. But inmatters truly fundamental and. 
anqueſtinnably there be fixt aud firmly rooted 
wh.re things occur, wherein your ſouls ſalvation 
i concerned there let faith and obedience have 
their perfe& works Do not deſpiſe the matter 
becauſe it appears in an ordinary dreſs, a natural 
aud unaffefed way,though leſſe eloquent,is better 
then the muſick and curioſity of fine Metaphors, 
and dancing Periods , A manly ſeaſe far exceeds 
ing an cffeminate gaudery. Some count it a great 
attainment to ſpeak'and write - great ſwelling 
words of vanity,and make up the defeAs of reaſon 
with higher degrees cf impudence, dreſſing up ig= 
norance in words of bulk and ſound, bercby learn- 
cd faols ſeem Oracles among the Populacy, but 
words and ſtiles cannot give acceptation and % 
cacy to guilded nothings. There are ſome of weak, 
beads,and others of vile affetions,who have made 
an unnaturaldivorce hetween being wiſe and goons 
Some counting it an inſtance of devout zeal to dew 
claim againſt reaſon, others a piece of Wit aud 
L 2 Gal- 


: To the Reader. 


Gallzyry, to ſcorn Picty, and make a mock of 


ts The impiety of mens lives makes them re» 
gret a Deity, and ſecretly wiſh there were nnc. 
Their mnbounded propenfions makes them inclinc= 
eble to bclizve Gods Liws are rigorous and un» 
reaſonable, the ſenſe of God and bis Laws being 
e reſtraint and check, upan the Licence of tbeir 
ations 3 thus all wickedneſs and debautches will 
fow in upon the world like ami:hty deluge, and 
beet drwn all th: bauks of Laws, Vertue and 
Sobriety. But ſurcly men of birth and fortune 
eanmot better concern their treble intereſt of plea- 
fete, eftatr and hmoury then by a hearty, uni 
form Aefire and endeavour toconform to the Laws 
&f Go, 1nd of I 1wful bumane Autbority, which 
are ſo fur from thwarting, ihat they ſupport each 
ether, It is a dangerous ſceptical conceit, that 
Pjety and Loyaltie are incompatible as if be 
thit commanded us to Fear God, had not ſuper- 
alded Hinour y-ur King 3 and be that hids us 
Give toC#far the things which areCe#lars,bad not 
al(9 enjay'."d4 ws to give God alſo his duc» The 
de fianof this Treatile is 19 promote both Piety to 
', Loyalty to their King, therefore the Ex= 

ee r1cy and Equitableneſs of Gods Laws are 
diſcovered, and owr obligation to abediences. And 
the Unareaſmnbler, ls of (11 heing highly diſh 
mwrrable to Grd Alm gb), defiling and deiltrus 
Eweto theſoul 5 And alſ) theOvligation of Mans 
Liw 
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To the Reader. 


Law upon the Conſcience, by vertue of, aud in 
ſubordination to the divine Law , God baving 

wade it our duty to pray for and obey our Super 

ors» Therefore we muſt needs be ſubjetiy not only 
for wrath,butfor Conſcience ſak, . Thoſe are the 
} beſt taſted pleaſures, and moſt ſweetly reliſhing, 
* and cleanly Joys, that flow from a Conſcience 
3 woid of offence towards God and mew. Their 
; Conſciences cannot he right towards God, who 
are knowingly and wilfully negletiive of their 
duties to men, diſloyalty being a high picce of 
Impiety. Thongh fone ſuch groundleſly reckon 
reckon themſelves amongſt the bight}t fort of 
$ 1ints, yet Gods Word reckons them amongft the 
bigbeſt ſort of Sinwers T» bereckoned among tr as 
tori, beadys bigh-minded, proud, boaters, diſo= 
bedient to Parents, without netural affe ions 
zratce=breakers, and be ſentenced to Corah's doom 
is enongh to make ſuch as have truly tender Conn 
ſeienees to tremble. Thet God may be glor'fiedohis 
Commandments ob: yed 3 that ſin may appear as it 
3s exceeding ſinſul, and people may hate and for- 
ſake it. That the lawful Commands of ouy Ogbe- 
* riors for Gods ſuke may be obſerves, that Peace 
[0 in Church and Kingdome may be hefty love and u= 
nity maintainedy and ſouls ſavedg is the prayer 
of bim who achnowledgetb bimſclf to be 
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1 ] OHN 3.4 


Whoſoever committeth Sin, tranſere «tb 
alſo the Law: for Sinis the tranſgreſs 
fion of the Law. ; 


O-D Almighty who is the ſole 

"reator and Governor of the 

World, hath alonean abſolute 

and independent dominion o» 

ver the ſouls ef men, he hath the Legiſla- 
nive power in his hand, to bind to the 


performance of whit duties he pleaſeth, ' 


which carry no repignancy in them to 
the divine nature and goodneſs. 

Hence ariſe al! thole poſitive Laws 
of God which we have in Scripture 3 for 
Gods end in his written Law was, that 
Man ſhoujd havea Copy of divine Ca- 
nonsand Conſtitutions by him, that he 
might tierein read what his duty was to 
his Maker. | 

For God intending to bring ſome 


_ of mankind to happinels, by conditions 
B of 


2 - 


The Equitableneſs of Gods Law, and 
of his own appointing, hath laid down ® 
m'ny poſitive Precepts , binding men 
to the performance of thoſe things NF 


as duties, which are commanded by 3k 


him. | 

Bne where we find no command for 
performance, there the omiſſion is no 
fin ; and where we find no prohibition 
for forbearance, there the performance 
can be no tranſpgreſſion, bcaule of the 
neceſſary relation between Duty and 
Law, for where there is no Liw there 
is no tran{greſſion. 

Mans obligation to any thing as Du- 
ty, Preſuppoſeth thele two things on 
his part, from whole authority he de- 
rives his obligation. 

I. I eg:ſl:tion, 
2. Promuloation. 

i. There muſt be a Legiſhtive pow- 
er commanding it, which if it reſpe& 
only the outward ation of a man in a 
Nation imbodied by Laws 1s the ſu- 
preme Magiſtrate ; But if the obligati- 
on reipe&t the conſciences of all men 
dire&ly and immediately, fthen none 
have the power to ſettle any thing 
1$ at univerlal ſtanding Law to all Na- 


tions but God himſelf, who as Fecker 
| 0 


the Unreaſonableneſs of $ in 


z of Spirits, hath dominion over the ſpi- 
i& rits and fouls of men ; but where this 
=. Legiſl-tor hath not thought fir co li- 
> mit us by Law, there is no tranſzref- 


=> lion for fin,r*c. 


> 2, Befides Legiſlatien another thing 
»7 neceflary co mans obligation to duty, 
> IS aſufhicient  promulgation of the Law 

; made, though before promulgation 
; there be the ground of obedience on 
+ mans part, yet there muſt be a parti- 
© cular declaration of the Laws, wheres 
& by manis bound in order to the deter- 
F mnmation of his duty; Therefore the 
3 Apoſtle faith, they that have not the 
3 Law, chat is, the promulgation of the 
2 poſitive Law of God, fhali be judged 


3 without the Law. 


{ This promulgatiog is abſolutely ne- 
4 ceſlary in poeſitives,(o that unlels there 
4 be a ſufficient promulgacion and decla- 
ration of the will of the Lawgiver, 
# mans 1gnorance is excuſable with re- 
£ ference to them,and fo free from guilt, 

and obligation ro puniſhment; for 

where there is no manifeſtation of 2 
S Law, its all one as if there were no 
3 Law at all ; and where no Law is either 


9 in being, or manifeſtation, ther 


e 1s no 
trans 


The Equitableneſs of Gcds Law, and 


tran{grefiion. But its otherwiſe with v 
reference to the difates of the naturaj # 
Law, whereinthough man may ſome. ® 
times be at a loſs for them, yet his own Z 
contraſted pravity being the caule of 
his blindnels, leaves him without ex- 
cule. be 
Now God Almighty hath been plea- $ 
ſed to give Laws to the ſons of men, ' 
and rv {uperadde divine ſanCtions, en- } 
forcing precepts with promiſes, pro- # 
hibitions with threats, FY 

Thoſe [aws of his which are Pers uy 
petually obligatory, are laid down {0 '} 
plainly, that they that have their ſen. * 
ſes exerciſed, may eaſily diſcern the, 7 
mind of God. Gods defire in the pro-5% 
mulgation of his will, is that we may% 
know and obey. Gods making Laws; 
were in vain, if he did not declare; 
them 3 if this declaration were cb. 
ſcure and ambiguous, it were no de. * 
claring and revealing, bur concealing; 
Now when it hath pleaſed God to make'® 2 
a Law, and hath proclaim*d,and plain- 
ly revea''dit. If we tranſgreſ(s thi: 
Law we fin, for fin is the tranſgreſſion 
of a Law. 

There are twothings which ſhould 
Pre* i 


F, 
ry 


The Unreaſonableneſs of Sins 

1 8 vail with us not to commit fin. 

| 171. Our love of andrelation to God; 
If we love God we ſhould Reef his Come 

\. manaments, fur this is the love of God 

J whit we heep his Commandments and 

- our relation to God, as fons, layeth a 

*;furcher obligation, we are children :f 

God, and ſhould not violate the Laws 

of our heavenly Father, for be that 

# committeth ſinis of the D, vil, for- the 

FDovil cancth frem the beoinning. 

.þ 2, Our awe and reverence of the 
Law of God, and thoſe threats that 

; Jare ſuper added 2nd threatned to be 1n- 
: flicted on the Violaters of it, for whv- 

Ie} eFloever commicrteth {in eranſgrefſeth al- 

>F3fo the Law. 

78 This word allo diſcovers, that this 

$5915 an argument ſuperadded to tho'e be- 

rel fore mentioned, he that finneth doth 

» Znot onely diſcover want of love to 

God,and doth that which is unbecom- 

g. Ying of God, buthetrauſgreſleth 

ic 8 allo the Lawof God. 

In which words you have 

I, A Propoſition which is this, J/;- 

forever committeth ſing. 

| 2. The Reaſon or Confirmation of 

# this Propoſition, for ſing&c. 

. B 3 That 


The Enuitableneſs of Gods Law,ani 
That I may take in both theſe, and 

give you a clear and full account of 

this Scripture, I ſhall obſerve this me- 

thod. | 

1. Lay down ſeveral Propoſitions for 
Explication, 


greſſion of which is ſin ? 


the ſons of men ? 

4. Why the tranſgreſſing of theſe Laws 
is fin 

5. Whether the iranſereſſing of Mans 

. Law he a fin e 
6. Whether ignorance of the Law be 
; ſufficient to exempt from guilt in 

the violation 'f the Law ? 

7. Wheih:r in thiſe Matters, where 


bil-3ti :n divine, there we are at our 
Ow liberty. 


as, and divine approbationy ab» 


th: force of a Law. 

9. Woat diſhononur is done to Gor!, 
rhat evils and inconveniences we 
ring up0# our ſelves by fi: which 
is tran ſari T0 the Law. 


- 


2. What thoſe Laws are, the tranſs + 


3. IVhy God bath impoſed Laws upon | 


- 


we have no Lawno Precept or Pro> * 


S. Whether Scripturcpraftices divine ® 


Rraffed from divine Precepts, have ff 


10. Mike Applizations I; 
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The Unreaſonableneſs of Sine 

1. I begin with thoſe Propoſitions 
which muſt be [aid down in order to 
the Explication of the words, and to 
4+ clear my paſſage in'unfolding thoſe Ca» 
, 2x ſes I hive propounded. _ 

” TI. Theficft concerns the extent and 
2 latitude of the Text in that extenſive 
2 word, Whoſoever. And its this, 
® Thatevery man, of what ſtate and 
= condition ſoever, high er low, bond or 
7 free, converted or unconverted, Tf be 

*# trauſpreſs Gods Law, he ſinneth,neither 

2 Godnor hisLaw hath reſpe& of per- 
2 fons, Some there are that ſay,theCon- 
#Z verted fin not. Indeed they do not 
F Tottiy 711 duzyliay, they do not make 
Rd that their work and trads. Its excen- 


3 trick to their new life and motion ; and 
"A 


| 


quatenus fwvyeres, as theyare born of 
* God, lo they (in not, for fin is i: 5% 7 
% 3 ney 5 


* 


yn2s 4 0:9405, from the fleſh and the des 
vil, and they cannot fin that fin which 
' 15 7p6s Favaroy, unte death, becauſe that 
* 04; mn VUT xy het Grp $500, ſpiritual 
- light, divine ſpark, and ſeed of God, 
{ CannoC be deſtroyed in them, and is a 
Prelervation from tae great tran'gre(< 
ſin, But though in theſe and fome o- 
ther re:pets tneyHin not, yet t1ey are 

B 4 bleſs 


Tohn 1.1, 
8,9, 


The Equit «leneſs of Gods Law, and 


not in this world fo priviledg'd, as 
not to fin at all, St. 7b» who was no 
viit inferiour to any of the Apoſiles, 
buth:d a larger ſhare then thereft in 
15 Matters afte&tions, Puts himlelf 18- 
to the hiſt, If wwe ſay that we bave #0 
ſins We avcerre OMr (cl: is, aid the truth 
ir 9t 34 5 5 that light and (piric that 
rells people that they are pertet, and 
{11 not, 1s daik and diabolical , and 
what need Confeſſion , it no c OMN- 
million of fin; 
FIapdk? 12:5 Tp'8s Toy w#ulipsr Kal IANATWO TS, 
an Advocate to the fatter, and propi- 
riation for our fins, 1t taere be no fin- 
ning. So that converted ones fin, but 
though they fin God ſees not fin in 
tnem, ſay others ; he doth not approve 
Of it, nay, diſlikes ic more in chem 
tlen others, yet rH they tin he muſt needs 
[2c it, fecing he pniſherh chem tor it. 
Therefore w hover fnacth tranfereſiety 
G:4:Law. The Faw indeed was not 
made for a righteous perſon, nay, .nor 
vet for ſinners 1n1ts primary intention, 
a: tO 1ts condemnation and puniſhment, 
DJt1nITs primary intention for their 
certion and refiratut, to keep them 
trom tin and from! pirfament. To fay 

*:. a 


vhat need 1s there of 


i 


-; not defires the death of finners. 


The Unreaſonableneſs of Sins 


that God made Laws to entrap poer 
mortals, that chey might tranſ(grelſs 
them and ſo be brought toeternal pu- 
niſhment, is to ſay that God defigns, if 
Ic 1s 


' true indeed, the Law fhall prove a 


4 judging andeondemning Law to impe- 
 nitent and unbelieving jinners, but it 


was no more Gods intention to con= 
demn men in the publiſhing of the Law 
by Moſes, then it was his purpole to 
condemn men by the Golpel, which 
yet de fafo will be a favour of death to 
all chat delpile it, the Law by accident 
doth puniſh and curſe. Ifay by acci- 
dent becauſe puniſhment 1s in no Law 
tie main intention of the lawgiver, 
b': ſomething added thereto to en. 
force obedience. The Law would curſe 
none if it were not for fn, whoſoever 
tney be that fin doe tranſgreis Gods 
{ aw, and bring tnemſeives under the 
curſe and puniſhment of the Law. 

2. The next concerns the nature of 
{in, | 

Not only eo doe that evil which 
tne Law prohibics, but to omit the 
doing of that good which the Law 
commands 1s a tranigreſiion, Sin con= 


i} 
ITS 


See 


MY, 
Reynolds 
uſe of the 
Law Þ» 
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Th: Enitableueſs of Gods Luw,and 


fits in want of conformity, as well as 
contiariety to Gods Law. Some peo- 
ple conceir they are g59d4 enough 
x they Joc no 1am, be not 10 urious 
to thew n247 159 1r, eicape the com- 
mon polt1rions of the world; but this 
n2;itive 290daelſs will n2t (erve turn, 
ie bares figtres w1s caried, not 
for its fruitf.lne3 in bad, bt barren- 
nes of 9594 fruic 5 the unproficable 
tervant was calt inro04tmolt darkneſs, 
not for ab'iling but not ning and im- 
provi h13 calent. Ic 15 not enough 
co refriin from fin on the Lord; day, 

whichjs nt to be dyne on anyd:y, or 
from worldly imployments and recrea. 
12s Waich are ſayfuloa other diys, 
bit your m ut alc be enplo7ed in pab- 
Iick and private exerciles of God;z wor- 
ſhip. We mult nt only forbear tae 
evil taat the Law proibies, but per- 
firm tit good winct the Law re- 
quires: Taerefore we have a genz- 
ra] di tribittion of tis command; into 
duties £o be done,and f1n5 tobe ay o1d- 
ed, 
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the Unreaſogableneſs of _ 


cepts you have twa Rules. 


© 1. Affirmative precepts bind ſemper 
*7 but not ad ſemper, always, but not at 
+2 all times, though we are obliged to the 

= thing, yet the thing being capable of 
+7 different circumſtances of time, and 
X - place, and interſerving of other duties, 
we are not atall times obliged. I am 
obliged eo the duties of prayer and 
praile,hearing and giving alms, but not 
at all times,for if at all times I am obs 
lizged to any one duty, all the other 
muſt be totally omitted. 

2. Negative precepts bind ſemper, 
and ad ſemper, always and at all times, 
for we are atall times obliged toabſtain 
from [4olatry, murder, theft, whoredom, 
and the like. 

3. The next propoſition concerns 
the nature of a Divine Law. 

A Divine Law is that which Iayetl 
an obligation upon conſcience, to 
doe or not to doe, grounded upon 
tat abſolute power God hath to com- 
mand or prohibit. In general a law 
15 that whereby any perſon lies under 
a neceſſity of doing, omitting, or (uf- 
fering a thing to be, or elle hath a _ F 
fu S 


_ 
Thc Fanitable els of Gods Law, aud 


ful anthority of doing, Fas is that 
which is Trim, ag and righteous, 7s 
fic {1101 (art a Jutlt 121 | , 1o* iGdove. What 
ry is Jul men have : rial to docit, 1 
£1185 may be faid tobe juſt more ge- 
nerally as1t ignifyeth any ehing that is 
Hwfull, Or 1n a more reſtrained lenle 
ren 1t fignth th fometinng that » 
equal and due to another. Thus Arj- 
TP divides 79 Ii:9/:yimnto 70 Vf L1110v 
#2} 76 10", In £/115 latter {enic are the 
l:ws of God ciefly to be taken, as 
ch2t which 15 lawful, and eq! 14], either 
$aving an Inare go odne!: :, asthe law 
rf patcure, or as being —_ and Juſt, 
vocaule commanded &y him who 1s 
tolv, Juſt, and 200d, as the politive 
2VS of God. 

, Tt is not the tranſgrefſion of any 
bo that 15a Sin, but the tranigreſſ= 
e737 of Gods] aw, mans I aw may fome- 
rimes be rranſgreft without fin, yea it 
1a fin not to tranſgrels it, but this 15 

. 
oney When ic contradicts Gods 
verin other ciles 1t isnotas mans 
Law elntic become fin, bur as the 
tranigrefs.ion hath reſpeat to Gods Law, 
God nving commanded tus to obey 
our {uperiour: 11 ail things lawful, 


v 
» # 
- 


: 

of 
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this is It makesita lin. I ſhall have oc- 
cafion to ipeak of more largely after” 
wards. ; 

5. It 1s not the tronſgrefſion of one 
cnly, or more of Gods Laws, thar 15a 
{n,but the tranſgrefſion of any of G cds 
laws, natural or poſitive , whecher it 
be good 1ntits own nature or good be- 
caule commanded, whether it be pre- 
cept or prohibicion, great or lictle, 
reſpeting God or man, firſt or ſecond 
Table, we muſt not be partial jn Gods 
Law, for he that faitit thor fralt 107 
commit Adultery, faith allo thou ſal: 
a0t /teal. 

6. Its the tranſgreſiion of al aw by 
a rational creature. keaſts have no 
Law, when they doe things good, they 
are not to be, commended, becaule led 
by inflin&, they are not to be diſcom- 
me nded for doing ill, becaule not cor- 
mitred again a Law, But its man 
that 15 only capable of tran{grefling 
Geds Law, he being a reaſonable cre:- 
rure, able to judge of the goodnels or 
vadnels of things, capable of being gc- 
vern'd by Laws. 

7. All nregulirities in thoughr, 
word, and deed, in their habitual and 
actual 
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ful anthority of doing, Fas 15 that 
vſ11c 1 Fel _ and righteous, Jus 
901017: (ab4Jit [11mm | ts {0* Ifidore. I AIETE: 
'y 14 Tf 1031 have r19bt tO An:its 1 
£1135 may be faid tobe juſt more ge- 
neratly as 1t (ignifyeth any thing that is 
f 2 full, or in a more reſtrained lenle 
vhen it fignifi th fometinng that 
equal 2nd due to anorher. Thus Ari 
Yee divides 7b iran into 70) VEuyey 
140%, Ja this latter ſenile are the 
l:ws of God chiefly to be taken, as 
char which i lawful, and eqtu1), either 
2107 an innate goodnelt, as the law 

Py 1 1rure, Or as being good and Juſt, 
-CcaUle commanded by him who 1s 

holv, Juſt, and good, as the politive 

:2vs of God, 

It is not the tranſgrefſion of any 

* aw that 13a Sin, but the tranigreſſ- 
71 of Gods I aw, mans | aw may fome- 
;mes be rranſgreft without ſin, yea 1t 
1-2 {in not to tranſoreſs it, but this 15 
a ely when ic contradias Gods 
zY,ve1mother Ces It isnotas mans 

2w tiitit become fin, but as the 
:n:grefion nath reſpeR to Gods Law, 
od 1119 communaed 115 to obey . 


/ 


Our LuPEerruaur: 11 ail taings lawful, 
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this is1t makesita lin. I ſhall hayecc- 
caſion to ipeak of more largely after” 
wards. 

5. It 1s not the tranſgrefſion of one 
only, or more of Gods Law s, thar isa 
{n,but the tranſgrefſion of any of G cds 
laws, natura} or poſitive , whether 1: 
be good 1nits own nature or good be- 
caute commanded, whether ic be pre- 
cept or prohibirion, great or lictle, 
reſpe&ting God or man, firſt or ſecond 
Table, we muſt not be par tial - eng 
Law, for he chat faith thor ral? 
commit Adultery, (aith allo thou ſoals 
at ſteal. 

6. Its the tranſgrefiion of al aw by 
a rational creature. Feaſts have no 
Law, when they doe thinss good, they 
are not to be commended, becaule led 
by inflin&, they a!e not to be difcom- 
me nded for doing 11), becaule not con- 
mitred againft a Law, But its man 
that 15 only Kapable of tran{grefling 
Geds Law, he being a reaſonable crea- 
cure, able to judge of the goodnels or 
badneis of things, capable of being gc- 
ver'd by Laws. 

7. All nregulzrities in thoughr, 
word, and deed, in their habitual and 


actual 


4 
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a&tual inclinations are fins,the thought 
of fooliſhnels is fin, yea, ſo much of 
good, or evil, there is in words, that 
by our words we ſhall be juſtified, and 
by our words we ſhall be condemn'd, 
as inconſtderable as word; ſeem to be 
even among ſome that have a great 
name tor Sanctity, yer they may be 
damn'd for want of brid!ing their 
Tongues. ' The want of Conformity 
in our hearts and natures to Gods 
Law, is fin as well as a&tual cranſgreſſi- 
ons; whatever way. the Law 1s trans 
creſt, in heart, expreſſions or ations, 


it 15 fin, forthe Law 1s ſpiritual and . 


teacheth the heart, 

8. Every fin 1s formally the tran(ſ- 
orefſion of ſome par ticular Law, the 
moral Law 1s as the predicaments in 
Logick, every term may te reduc'd to 
theme So thele 10Commandments are lo 
compleat and ſuited to their end that 
all neceſſary duties may be reduc'd 
to them, yet one can formally be re- 
duc'd but to one Commandemnt, but 
in different relpe&s to many, inter- 
pretatively the tranſgreſlion of one 1s 
che tranſgreſſion of all, finning againſt 
the Authority of God which com- 
mands 


4 


a 
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$ mands all , breaking that Sacred link 
® that unites al], deipiſing that equiry 
#2 and goodne!s that runs through 211. 
9. Where there is no faw there is 
no tranſgrefſion, it is a Law only can 
4 ob.ige to duty. They are guilty of po- 
2 ſitive Superſtition, who lay a dofrinal 
# neceſlity upon people to do thole 
things which God h th not c mman- 
& ded, chus the Papiſts are gitilty, They 
X are guilty of neg'tive Superſtition 
X who command people to forbear tie 
23 doing of ſome things as ſinful, which 
Z God hath not forbidden, of this many 
Z are guiſcy among us,who lay, touch n0t, 
; eaſt not, buet noty wear Hote W::ere 
{ thereis a Law, and that Law in foics 
EZ and alive, there the (oul 15 obliged, but 
23 if abrogated, the con(cience doth not 
Z bring an accuſation for the breach of it. 
© This is thereafon of the non obligation 
of the Ceremonial Law. If you would 
convince people of 11n, you muſt got 
onely clearly diſcover them to be 
guilty of the fat you lay to their 
charge, but produce ſome law that 
their fa& oppoſeth, 1 know indif- 
ferent things may be made good or bad 
by circumſtances, but their goodneſs 
or 
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or badnel(s flows from their contrariety 
or | conformity to a law according tof 

Eadem®- which they fhould be ordered. To 

pera homi- (þferve things indifferent as indit # 

mum ficur ferent , without any con(cience o& ©: 
cauſas ba 

Euerine bo- the thing 1t ſelf, only i in due ſubmiſſion 

nas vel to the commands of juſt. authori-% 

malas nnnc_ty, is obedience to obſerve the ſme 
ow. _— things without ſuch authority, and 

ove nm That upon ſuperſtitious reaſons dire- j 

ſunt per , Red to bind the coulcience,1s 1 11 regard # 

ſeipſa of others gre*t {canda)l,and in regard of | 7 

peceals a mans ſelt-bondage and idolatry. Yea, i 

rs. — chingscommanded. may be madeevyil by | 8 

aw. . the doing of them, when that due re. |# 

Conſent, ſpe and conformity which the Law | 

t16, 2, cap. wherein it is commanded requireth, | 

_ 15 not obſerved. : 4 

2. What are thoſe laws of God, the ## 
tran{greſving of which is fin ? 
There are ewo forts of Divine 
laws. 1. The Laws of nature. 2, The 
pPoktive laws of God, 
1.For the law of natuie,this is foun- 
ded upon the intrinſecal nature of good 
and evil in the chings themlielves, and 
the formal reaſon of mans obedience to 
che precepts ct this law, is the confor- 
mity che things commanded haye as 
rice 
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the divine nature, and goudnel-, mans 
reaſon is the chief inſtrument of dif. 
covering the cures of the law of na- 
£:1e, but divinerevelatio:1 muſt difco- 
ver the jofiave laws of God. Ariſtotle 
defines a natu al law to be that which 
@v|4y09 Thy uT!l1 * 44+ Srgutt, bath e- 
vcry wherethe [me force and ſtrength, 
this the Scrip ure cai's che law wr cren 
in the heart * his law if we r=5pect 
the riſe,cxcent, ard immurability of it is 
ca'led deferved'y che law of-nature, but 
if we look at the emanation, efflux and 
- ori. izal of it, it 1s a Divine law; the 
Gentiles which have not the law, that 
1-, the po' tive law of God, are alaw 
eo themſelves, for the Indies and other 
barbarous Nations who never had the 
Scriptures, ae not 4 lawleſs people, 
without any rule to order their act ions, 
for then howcome chey co be guilty of 
tranſgreſsion, for where no law is there 
is to tranſgreſsion, or how ſhould 
their conſcience acc: ſe,or excuſe.it they 
had no guide or rule, but if we grant 
they bai aruale, then there is another 
rule to humene acti: ns beiides the 
Word ofGod written,and thi is the law 
of nacure, and righteouſneſs imprinted 
C in 
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in their hearts, which is as truly the law 
of God. (faith Dr. Sanderſon) as that 
piinted in our Bibles. 

2. There is the poſitive Iaw of God, *; 
. this 1s founded upon the Will of 'Y 


G-d, theſe have 'not any intrinſecal 7 


go dneſs in themiclves, but therefore 
good becauſe commanded; that law to & 

Adam prohibiting one fort of fruit, it *? 
was only the prohibition made it evil; # 
Gods lawto 4b;aþan of offering his Son ® 
it was only the command made it Good, ® 
without that command it had been 
altogether Evil ; the Laws of Nature ® 
are by the Seventy called Siduare, #3 
foe cal'ed by Foſephus, Jultin May=- 3 
tyr, Ths gu os Siuawnele, (O uſed Rom.2. 7 
26. Bnt Gods poſitive Laws are cal. | 
led zwroazi, hence we read of Zacabry, © 
and Eliza, elit they walkt in all the 


ordinances of God blamelels, cheſe 7 
are called ;7 ws &v70x0vtheLaw of Come 7 


mandements. Carſabon out of the * 
F,wiſh Rabbins tells us this diffe- 7: 
rence between the Law of nature and 
politive laws of God. The reaſon of 
tne laws of Nature is evident, to 
wo:fhip Cod , honour our Pareate, 
z@d chole ſeven Precepts of the Sons 


of 


the Unreaſonableneſs of Sins 


of Noah mentioned by Mr. Weems in 
his expoſition of the Commandment, 
are all founded onthe Law of nature, 
and are evident to reaſon. See Mr. 
Medes Dil. 3. on As 17. 4. But of po=- 
fitive Laws as Circumciſion, and the 
Paſcal Lamb, no reaſon can be given 
but the will of God. The law of na- 
rure perpetually obligeth , becauſe 
the intrinſec1] goodnets or badneis of 
things varies not, the poſitive I aws of 
God are vari:ble, he th t madethem, 
* Can repeal them, this is the rea- 
Z fon of the non-obligation of Moſes 
*Z Law as to the Ceremonial part, but 
the Judicial Laws which are foun- 
ded upon common equity . do ob- 
lige flill: this is the reaſon why 
ſome part of the forth Comman- 
dement is abrogated, and the c- 
ther continuetb till to, bind. The 
School-men ſay right of the Sabbath, 
Crltus eſt, a natura, modus a Lege z 
virtus a gratia , Nature dicates that 
God ſhould be worſhipped, the taw in= 
forms what day and time co (pendin his 
worſhip, grace muſt enable us to per- 
form that worſhip onthat day,ina right 
mannes,thatGog is tobe worſhipped, 

C 3 that 
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thac ſome time is to be ſer apart for his | 
worlt:ip, nature diſcovers; b t that one * 


rarcof time of 7, more then one pare | 
of 6,0r 8, is to begiven to God, na» |, 


ture cannot diſcover , yet the g:neral 


conſent of nations, as to the 7 part, NF 
ſpeaks fair to tethe voice of rature. 


Yet granting that th- 7. part.of tinie was | 
2 Poiitive |:w, yet it binds IMmmucably, ? 
becauſe thcre is as ſtrone, yea,more rea- * 


ſon for ir new, then ever, therefore ob- 
lizing. Gods reſting on the ſeventh 7! 
day, and ihe Jews deliverance out of ;* 
Egypi, being temporary and occaſional, | 
the intervention of a higher matt.r 7 
then theic are grounds ſufficient for # 


the aiteration of the day. Therefore 


Apoſiolick praRtife which was groun- ® 


d:d pen ſo rear a work, :$ the p r- 
fec:ing of «ur redermptivn> is a (vffic.ent 37 


6:00n7 for the alter-rion of the oay. 7 
\Whate'cr ſome ar: picaſed to ſay co Þ 
the conira'v, we bave further 7 
reaſons for tie obſervetion of the © 


I erds diy then other arbitrary Fefti- 
va!s of che Church, 


In both theſe laws there are two 
th nzs .onſi detable, Precep.s and Pro- x 
, hibitt= ? 


+ iy on ed 


mp, A mg 
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on*, and theſe have a double ſanSion, to 

enforce precepts there are promiſes, to 
= enforce prohibitions there a e threacs; 
” in oppoſi-10nco whichthere ate ins ofa 
2; different nature, permi{:ions and om- 
*Z miſsion-, omi{sion3 are the tranſyreſ. 
3 ſions of thoſe laws which command 
| & good, comm: ions the tranſg eſcions 
& of thoſe laws wh:ch prohibit e-il3 che 
= duries required are ſuch as are-moſt be- 
' Z com niny Go1 to require, as being (ur 
* table and agreeable ro the Divine nature» 


Rs 


'Z the imitation of which in our aRiovs 

3 is the Subſtance of Religion. 

= 2, They are moſt reaſonable for us 

_ Eto perform, conformity to Gods law 
is a reaſonable ſervice,on a double a.- ' 

2 count, 


=ployedin it- The co:mman'is of Scrip- 
ture, reaching the heart molt, as appears 
& plainly by our Saviours exp litton of 
the Commandments, che ſervi«e; equi. 
red is a ſpiritual ſe-vice, not lying in 
RZoutward obſeryances, but ina ſan&fi- 

hed temper of heart and mind. 
| C4 2, Be- 
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2. Becanſe the ſervice it ſelf 1s 
reaſonable, the comm:nds of the Gol. 
pel are ſuch as no mans reaſon whica 
conſiders them, can doubt-of the ex- 
ce}lency of them;all natural wo:ſhip 1s F 
foundell in the diQtates of nature; all 
inftituced worſhip, on Gods, revealed 
Will; and] its one of the prime dictates 7 
of nature, that God muſt be univerſally K 
obeyed, belid s God requires nothing Þ 
but what is apparently our intereſt to 3 
doe, tending to the honour and ad- 
vancement of humanenature. As for * 
pro'iibitions, God prohibits nothing, 
but what is ditp'exſing and diſhonoura- © 
ble to himſelf, and what doth diſho- 7 
nour defile and deſtroy our fouls and 
bodies, its every ones intereſt to take © 
heed of fn, which is the tran/greſcing # 
of Gods Jaw. 4 

3. Why hath G:d given Laws to % 
the Sons of Men * 

God hath not given laws to be traps | 

and ſnares, not on purpote thit they &7 


"ne 
*Z 


may be broke, and poor mortals be 7) 
brought under the Jaſh of the law, | 
and be ſentenced to damnation. ,Thi; 
13 incompetible with his nature, prin. * 
cipal attributes, holineſs , mercy, Ju- * 
ſtice 7 
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ſtice, fincerity, and with his reveiled 
E Will. See Mr. Ho2rd Gods love to man- 
FP kind. | | 
” But he gives laws. 
F R: 1, To diſcover that undonubted 
= intereſt that he h:ith in, and ablolute 
1; foveraignty that hehath oyer the Sons 
XZ of men. 
38 Ii. To diſcover that undoubted in- 


A 
Fl 
I 


0 
' 
ol 


Z tereſt that God hati in us, his we are, 
3 him weought to {erve nd obey, a fa- 
- #7 ther gives laws tous children, and ex” 
* 2 pects obedience, fo doth God give laws 
, 'Zro us,and mach more ought we to be in 
- F1ubjeCtion co the Father of ©pirits and 
Z live. Tam the Lord thy Gol 15 the pre. 
© face to the ten Commandements, which 
E; teacheth 15s becauſe God 13 the Lord, 
Zand our God and Redeemer , cher- 
tore we are bound to keep all his Com- 
: X | x 

Zzman -ements, Cod hath a right to us 
by Creation, Redemption, Preſervati- 
s gon, The Apoſtle taith, ye are bayght 1Cor. 6, 
y 54th a price, therefore glorific God, in 2%: 

e your bodies and in your fouls which 
Zare his, The cruth of chis right and 
Title that God hath to us, the 
Sfulne(s of ic,and the effe&t jt ſhould have 
Upon us,you may (re handled at large m 


C 4 Mr. 
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Mr. Baxters Treatiſe of Gods domi- | 


nion over man, and in his Treatiſe of 
the divine life. 
2. God gives Laws to the ſons of 


men to di.cover that abſolute tove- '? 
reignty that he hath over the {ons* of 
men, he 15 our Sovereign King, we | 


onghr to be li1s loving loyal (ub) eas, 
and obey 115 holy {.aws, Gods "blo: 


I11te Cominion over us, implies three 


chings in it, 1. That he may diſpole | 


of Us ane plezſeth. 2. That he ray 


rule us and 21ve us whit Laws he plea- | 
i-th. 3. That we owe him allegiance | 
and obedience, our yielding obedience 


CO (15 commands 1 1>more tnen a profel- 
ſional owning lum as our Sovereign, 
the con!! <deration of Gods Sovereignty 
over us teacheth us theie three 
thing 

I That Gods Authority 1s the high- 


eft \utaoricy, nd that 1s not true alt» 


thority WIC 13 againſt, him, or not | 


{ibordinate to him. Therefore if man 


eommand th >»ſe things which are di. | 


reftiy, cr by neceflary conſequence 
contrary tothe Law of Nature, or the 


pPolrceiveLaws of God revealed in his | 
Word ;.Its better in that cafe toobey | 


God rhen man. 2. Gods 


—_ ” 


by 


The Unreaſonableneſs of Sin. ; 


2. Gads Sovereignty requires our 
ſubjeftion ; ſubjeftion 1s the conſent 
þ of the will to beſubie&s, and obey, 


| | our underſtandings mi1;i be tub;e& ro 


bis dodarine, and retign?d to him as 


$ teachible and ct aCtable, when we know 


what 15 his Law and will, we muſt reft 
in it, though we know not the reaſons 
of it. We muſt fubmic to the wits 
dom of the infallible Lawgiver, that 
cannot deceive or be deceived. This 
1s efſential to our holy Covenant and 
| Chriſtianity, when Goudis t:ken to be 
our God, we give npour ſelves to be 
hi- people ; - when we take him to be 
our King, we give uy our ſelves to be 
his fubjed&s, 


3. Subjetion muft produce ebedi- 
ence, ſubje&ion 1s the root of obedir- 
ence, and virtually contains it ; obedi- 
ence 1s the fruit of ſubjefion, and 
ſuppoſeth it. Its not calling God 
your King and lawgiver, bur obeying 
him that will prove you his ſubjeRs 3 
N't every MC that ſmith, Lords fbill enter 
znto the Kingdom of H : e', bnthe that 
anth the Wil of my Fath r which 5s in 
Heaven, faith our Saviour, Mat,7.21 
This 
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This is one reaſon of Gods giving 
us Laws, to diſcover his undoubreq 
intereſt in us, and abſolute dominion 
OVET UsSs 

R. 2. God hath given Laws to the 


ſons of men to keep the world in awe; 
and order, the world cannot ſubſif 


without government, and no go 
vernment without Laws; hence it 
35S that God hath ordained powers, 
and ſubfticuted Kings and Emperours, 
as his vicegerents on earth,and made it 
an indiſpenlible duty to be ſubje& to 
them, The reaſon that moved God Al- 
mighty hereto, was partly his Sove- 
Taign Lordſhip over man by right of 
creation, by which ke may order and 
diſpoſe of him at pleaſure; partly the 
great love he bears to hamane Socie- 
ty, which his infinite Wildom ſaw 
could not be well maint1ined, if every 
man ſhould be left to himſelf ; here- 
upon God hath ordiined it, and 
made it a part of his Sacred Canons 
and Conſtitutions, that tome fhould 


be in authority, ſome live in ſub eQi- | 


=, a as as me a> re @, =* 


on, commNanding the one to rule, ac- | 


cording to Jultice and equity, tie 0” 
ther to ſubmit themſelves with all 
lowl1- 
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lowlinels and humility. That evlixoy (nt 


Sis 6x279nuic,ſpeaking contemprtiblyof 
government, muſt needs proceed from 


that enemy of mankind, whole deſign 
. is by deſtroying order and government, 


to overturn the world, and choſe who 
believe it to be apart of chejr Saiat- 


ſhip,to deſpiſe Dominions,are probably , 

the followers of Simon Magus the Le j; " 
viathan of the Primitive Church, who 8" 
deſtroyed all the natu:al differences cf 11+ 


good and evil, 


R: 3. God hath given laws to the 
Sons of men,rhat by obedience to them 
they may attain to happinels; the light 
of nature was ſo dim, that it was not 
ſuſhcient to guide us to Heaven, God 
hath therefore of his goodneſs ſuper- 
added pofitive laws for our further 
dire<t1on; God is pleaſed to condu&t 
man to his end and happineſs; by means 
ſuitable to his nature , that 1s, by tae 
Revelation of the reward before he 
enjoys it, that he may ſeek it and be 
fitted for it,and by threatned penalties 
be quickned to his duty, everlaſting 
glory is promiſed, to engage us to do 


What is commanded ; eternal milery 


15 


, 


Stil- 


. ſerm. 


ude 
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is threatned to ingige us to avoid 
whiat 1s forbidden. 


4. Why is it ſuch a hainous thing to | 


tranigrels theLaws of God? 


I. Becauſe the things commanded | 


for che greateſt part of tiem are not 
only good becaule command d, but 
good i tne own nature, and that 
upon a double account. 


I. Becauſe the greateſt part of them 
are things taat are commanded by the 
Law otniture. To fear God, obey 
our ſuperiors, do no wrong, do as we 
would be done by ; Taele the Law of 
Nature commands ; now the Law of 
Natu:e 1s that which is founded upon 
the intrinſecal niture, of good and evil 
in the things themſelves. 


2. Becaluie obedience to Gnds Com- 
mands, 15 an imitation of him, who is 
altogether good, the ſubſtance of god- 
linefs1s the imitation of God. Morti- 
fying lin, growing in grace, i5an imi- 
tation of God ;n his goodnel(s, and ho- 
lines. Our kindnets coall men, for- 

giving 
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giving injuries, doing good to our ene- 
mies-; this is imitating God in grace 
and mercy, to do as we would be done 
by, and keep con ciences void of of= 
fence, is imitating God 1n hi- Juftice, 
and Equity; All a&> of Piety towards 
God, are a part of Juſtice. ©id aliud 
eft pietas, niſi Fuſtitia adverſus deg, 
faith Tlly 3 and ſo our loving God 
wich our whole heart. Sincere obedi- 
nce to his will, 15 a part of nacural Ju- 
fice,for thereby we render to God that 
which is due from vs, as weare his 
Cieatures. Its a hainous thing to tranſs 
g:eſs Gods Law, it being a refuſing to 
do that whica is good in Its own na- 
ture, being agreeable jm the greateſk 
Part tothe i aw of N:ture,winch come 
mands things intriniecally good, and 
prohibits things int1 mecal y evil, and 
Is an imitation of hum who1s goodneſs 
it ſelf. 


* 2, Tts a hainons offence to tranſgrels ny, stj1- 
# Gods aw, becauſe it 15 folly and un- ling. ſer. 
reaſonableneſs. Wiſdom is bur another /*9ls make 


name for goodneſs, and folly ſor fin; ** 
it 152 high piece of folly to tranſgreſs 

Gods Law , no good reaſon in the 
= world 
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world can be produc'd for your 
breaking Gods Commands , have 
you any reaſon to diſown Gods au- 
thority, and queſtion the equity of | 
his Laws, No reaſon can be pro- | 
duc'd againſt truth and reaſon it Z 
ſelf, have you any reaſon to break 
your Makers Laws, diſhonour the 
Lord of glory, croſs your ultamate 
cud, throw away a Crown of glory, 
damn your own fouls. Dare any of 
you fay in cool blood, what Fonas 
did in a phrenfie of paſſion, T 4» 
well to be angry; dare any one that 
is well in his wits ay, I do well 
to lie, ſwear, curſe, be drunk, com- 
mit whoredvm , prophane the Sab- 
bath, J] do well to be proud, pre- 
ſumptuous , atheiftical , covetous, 
hypocritical ; durſt thou venture on 
8s diſpute with God, art thou ab'e 
to Confute him; wilt thou accuſe 
God, and his Laws, of injuſtice, 


and too much rigour, Damned fouls WV! 


in Hell know the unreaſonableneſs of | 
the choiſe, in chufing fin before (an- 
Qity, and would give ten thou» 
fand worlds they had m'de a bet» 
ter choile, Glorified Saints in Hea- ff 

Venz ! 
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ven, ſee the reaſonableneſs of their 
choiſe, and would nor for all the 
world have choſen other S1ints on h 
jearth, who have their ſenſes exer- 
- Ficil'd, fee the excellency and equi- 
: Fty of Gods Jaws, and have cho» 
ſen the cruelleft death, rather then 
hey would violate the Laws of their 
Maker ; wicked men themſelves, when 
heir eyes are opened, and their Con= 
cience awakened, when they ſee the 
Judge ſtanding at the door, and 
Yudgment approaching , are con- 
rinc'd of the righteouſneſs and rea- 
onableneſs of Gods Laws, and re- 
le& upon it with ſhame and forrow 
hat they ſhould a& like fools, and 
id men , in cranſgreſiing Gods 
awWs., 


| 3. It is ahainous offence to tranſs 
rels Gods Law, becauſe it 1s an 
dppofing and contradifting the Werd 
$nd Will of him, who is our Ma- 
Fer, and Maſter, and hath an un- 
doubted authority to command us. 
din is a contrariety to God the 
hiefeſt good. Its contrary to his na- 
Ture, kis holineſs and purity, fin - 
a 
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world can be produc'd for your 
breaking Gods Commands , have 
you any reaſon to diſown Gods au- 
thority, and queſtion the equity of 
his Laws, No reaſon can be pro- 


duc'd againſt truth and reaſon it | 


ſelf, have you any reaſon to break 
your Makers Laws, diſhonour the 
Lord of glory, croſs your ultamate 
end, thiow away a Crown of glory, 
damn your own ſouls. Dare any of 
you ſay in cool blood, what F-nas 
did in a phrenfie of paſſion, T 4 
well to be angry; dare any one that 
is well in his wits lay, I do well 
to lie, ſwear, curſe, be drunk, com- 
mit whoredum , prophane the Sab- 
bath, 1 do well to be proud, pre- 
ſurnptuous , atheiftical , covetous , 
hypocritical ; durſt chou venture on 
a difpute with God, art thou ab'e 
to Confute himz wilt thou accuſe 
God, and his Laws, of injuſtice, 
and too much rigour, Damned fouls 


in Hell know the unreaſonableneſs of | 


the choiſe, in chufing fin before (an- 


Qity, and would give ten thous | 


fand worlds they had mode a bet» 
ter choile, Glorifed Saints in Hea- 
venzg 
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ven, ſee the reaſonableneſs of their 
choiſe, and would nor - for all the 
world have choſen other S1ints on 
earth, who have their ſenſes exer- 
cil'd, fee the excellency and equi- 
ty of Gods Jaws, and have cho- 
ſen the cruelleft death, rather then 
they would violate the Laws of their 
Maker ; wicked men themſe]ves, when 
their eyes are opened, and their Con= 
ſcience awakened, when they ſee the 
Judge ſtanding at the door, and 
Judgment approaching , are con- 
vinc'd of the righteouſneſs and rea- 
ſonableneſs of Gods Laws, and re- 
fle& upon it with ſhame and forrow 
that they ſhould a& like fools, and 
mad men , in cranſgreſiing Gods 
Laws. 


3. It is ahainous offence to tranſ. 
egreſs Gods Law, becauſe it 1s an 
oppofing and contradifting the Werd 
and Will of him, who is our Ma- 


" ker, and Maſter, and hath an un- 


, E doubted authority to command us. 
, [Sin is a contrariety to God the 
chiefeſt good. Rs contrary to his na- 
ture, kis holineſs and purity, fin -1 
a 


'32 The Equitableneſs of Gods Law, and 
all its workings, contradias God; 
Rom. 3. $+ hence its called enmity toGod, walk- 
Lev. 26- 1ng contrary to God, reſiſting God, 
pe Ne figuting againſt God, ſtriving againſ 
' 48s;. 5, ©0d; riling up againſt God, all thr 
Tia 45. Workings of finare againit God. Sn 
Mic-2.8s, Teſlifts God inhis authoricy, fovereigs- 
. ty, dominion, and ſaith, God fhall not 
Teign, his will and laws ſhall not be 
my rule, J}/h1 is the Lord that T ſhoull 
' obey þim? every tran{greſſing of God; 

Law isarebe-ling ag-inft God. He tha 
wiltully violates the Kings I aws, 1s 4 
Rebel], in thole fins whe: ein men pre- 
tend Gods honour, there 1s rebellion, 
as you may lee in thit example of Sax; 
x54 1.15 &,,/ inreerving the fatreſt of chedCat- 
te], pretends height of atlection to 
God, and his worſhip, and high devo- 
tion: Bur it was Rebellion, Every 
tranſgreflion of the Law of God 1s 2 
deipiting God, by tranſgreſſing God; 
Law thou defpiteſt the Commandment 
2$4.12.9, of theLord. Thus it was laid of Da- 
Plal.go, 74 11S a reproaching the Lord, ; 
cafting his Law behind our back, its 
nainol's thing to tranſgreſs Gods law, 

becaule thereby you lift up your hand 
againſt God, blaipheming the Name of 

God 


A. 
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God, is by ſome tranſlations rendred, 
ſtriking through the Name of God in- 
deed Gods Name 1+ in his law,his truth 
and wiſdom, righteouſne(s, and gond- 
neſs, 1s his \ame, and theſe arein his 
law, every tranſgreſcion of Gods law 
ſirikes at Gods Name and being. 

x, In thace finners with Gods [aws 
were not {0.4t and 1, now this is 
to with he were not God, if he were 
not pertetly Holy and Juſt, and did 
not hate fin as miticit as he doth, he 
were not od, 

2, In thar 1t is the natrure of cons 
traries to leek tie deftruftion of each 
other, as fire ſeeks the deffriiftion of 
water, now fin 1. di:efly contrary to 
God. Though a finner cannot by fin 
hurt God, yer c!11+ 15 the nature of fin, 
to ſeek the deftrugin of the eternal 
God. { might ſhew you how much fin 
wrongs God in his Ferfon, in his Actri- 
butes,in his Relations, in his Counſels, 
in the end for which he made all things. 
There is an infinite evil in fin, becauſe 
it ftrikes at the Saveraignty and Au- 
thority of an infinite being, 1s tle 
tronſgreſcion of an infinirely Holy, ] it 
and good law, the forfeiture of *n in- 

D {.nice 
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knite weight of glory, ſtrikes at the 
life of rhe Soul, defaceth the Image 
of Cod, things of infinite worth, No- 
thing but an infinite power can over- 
come ir, an infinite delert there is in 
it; lo$ of an infinite gocd, makes an 
infinite breach, deſerves infinite tor- 
ments, an infinite price was laid down 
to expiate 1ts glliit, if it were poſſible 
we mult hate it with an infinite hatred. 
Colts an infini e good; becaute the u- 
ni\cr al cauſe of all good, fin is an 
inſnice evil, becauſe the univerſal 
caute of 2!l evil. The intiniteneſs of 
God is ſhadowed out by all good 
things, the infinitene's of fin is ſha» 
dowed out by all evil things; Gods in- 
finite goodnels is ſet out by himſelf, be- 
Caiiie there 1s no higher good than 
timielf; ene evil of fin 1s fet forth by 
it (elf þec2uſe no greater evil than fin: 
p'1t all ce things together and rhe 
will amounc to an undeniable demon- 
G::cion thar 1t 18 a hainous thing to 
tratforehs the law, : 
4. it 1s 2 [12inous thing to tranſgreſs 
Crowds} aw. Becauſe it 18 a contradide 
112 of that profeſſion that you make 
Git GMedience to Gods Law, and a 
biceking of taoſe facred Vows and Co- 
h VEnancs, 
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venants, whereby you have obliged 

your ſelves to keep Gods Law. | 
1. Its a contradicting of that profel- 

fion you make of obedience to Gods 

Law, faith the Apoſile, Row. 2. 23, Rows 

Thow that makeſt thy bot of the Law, Ty 

through breaking the Liw, diſbnour(t 

thou God, The Name of God 15 blaſ- 

phemed through you, we all of us 

make proteſlion of keeping Gods Law, 

elſe why do you pray to Gud, to i1- 

cline your hearts to keep Gods ! aw. 

Thou that profeſleit ro keep Gods 

Law, through tran/grefiing the Law, 

diſhonourett thou God ? When I com- 

pare peoples carriage with theirCreed, 

their praftice with their profefiicn, I 

think they are mad-men or fogl-, for 

why do you profels that which you ne- 

ver intend to practiſe, or elie why: do 

you not praiſe what you profe'is. It 

your profefſion of Religion be bu, why - 

do youprofelsic; If it be good, wiy 

do you not praiſe it. Your trants 

grefſing Gods Law 1s 2 contradicting 

your profeſſion;y ur profeſſion dorhnoc 


ÞI 
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' teach you to [y,Frerr,chear,co- en,curly 


blaſpheme Gods N:ime, he drink,com- 
mit. whoredom,profaneSabbatas,eitaer 
& throw 
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throw away your bibles, or your fins, 
ont of your hoaſes, for your pradtifing 
iniq|Uity and profeſling the holy Scrip- 
tures, cannot ſtand together, your 
tran{greſſing Gods law, is not only 
contrary to your owning the 10 Com- 
mandements, but contrary to every 
petition in the Lords Prayer, and e- 
very Article of your Creed, I will only 
give you lictie hints of it with refe- 
rence to the Lords Prayer. Youcall 
God Father and where's your Ho- 
nour and Obedience ; Children owe 
Ducy and Obedience to their heavenly 
Father,and will you tranſgrels his laws, 
and manifeſt your elves to be of your 
f:ther theDevil,vho was a tranſgreſſor 
from the bezinnnz: you {ay,Hailowed 
be thy Name, and will you by tranſ- 
grefſinaz Gods law , dithonour and 
Pio? n« ht, Name; you pray for the 
co: 2143 of his Kinzdom, and doing 
bis Wii; by tranigi<fling Gods law,you 
contindit ins Wall, and are hinderers 
of his Kingdom 3hbow can you expett 
food an} r:iment, when you abule the 
one to $\:;rtonvs and drunkenneſs; the 
otiter to ND! te and wantonnels; how 
Catl you beg iorgivenels , When you doe 
noc 
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not confels and forſake , bue defire 
to have the old ſcore wip't off, tha« 
you may begin a new one; when 
you will nor forgive others rheir 
trelpaſſes, how can you deſire not 
to be led into temptation, and be 
delivered from evil, when you 
run wilfully into temptation, tempt 
the tempter, and are relolved to 
perſiſt in evil: by tranſpgrefiing Gods 
law you contradi*t your Prayers, 
you alſo want every Article in your 
Creed, and you breake thole Sa- 
cred Vows, whereby you, have en- 
gapged your ſelves to kee> Gods 
Law, your Sacrament, and fick-bed 
Vows; This is ſufficient to di(co« 
ver what a hainous fin it 15 to tran'- 
grels Gods Law; though ic be a fin 
to tranſgreſs Gods Law, yet 13 
there any evil in tranſgrefving mans 
Law ! 


5. Whether tranſgreſsing Mans 


Law be a ſin? 


Mm anſwer to this, I ſhall affere 
theſe four thing:. 


D 3 I, That 
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1. That the Magiſtrate hath power 

ro impole laws,and that both in facred 

and c1vii matters, this appears by that 

pore. that P2vid, Solomons Aſa, Feboſa- 

phit, Henelinby had, who maintained, 
and defended that which was the true 

0 Religion, andextirpated what oppoſed 
S Gror. df j- 5:5 promiled that Kings thould be 


Imp ſum, EN . 
fg ej1i11{i0% fathers to tne Church. This 


Power 15 not Pref 1s Eroleſtuſticay Impen 
1:1 2t1-c4., to doe the things comman- 
del, this belongs to the Miniſterial 
FunQion; but his powe: 1s circa Eccleſi- 
alti-», improve ficiendss to command 
tie citungs tobe dune, The Magiſtrate 


muſt nor pre ch the Golpel, nor ad- 
miner Sacraments, but he muſt take 
ca:e that thcie be duly done,by thoſeto 
wave funftion it belongs, The Mas 
giftrate hath not a power to revoke, 
repeal, o: alte:, any Diviae poſitive 
law, nor by his own will corfticute 
vw'l:tine 1s he pleaſeth, for the wor- 
ſhip of God: this was Fe rahngms f ult, 
wh: 23-/ VHrgel to fin. But the Magi- 
ferrite mi mike that Which is a Divine 
tw -Ire:dy, become the liw of the 
Land ; Retizton may be incorpora=- 
ced among owr Laws, and the 

. Biole 
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Bible become our Mar: Charts, 

2. Thoſe laws impotes] upon us hy 
the Magiftrate biad the (on ciencezn: t 
immediately, bit mediately; not pri. 
marily, but {econdarily; not in_tten%" 
ſelves and eheir own power, but in 
force and vertueof a Divine Jaw : 3i- 
vine law I fay whether that whici is 
imprinted in the lieart by nature, or 
that which is reveal'd to 1s by Scrip=- 
ture, both which command Sub, ect 
on; | mention £ius 1n oppoittion to the 
Papiſt;,who fay mens laws bind, 9 mis 
aus quamlex Divina,equaily mthGods, 
and they ſay we deipoil Princes of their 
Authority, give fubjefts leave to rebel, 
bring laws into contempt. But this 
is onely eheir ſay fo, for we afſere that 
mans law binds the conicience, but not 
equally with Gods, nor immediately, 
but by virtue of Gods commands; we 
deny not the re: chit lnumane laws 
bind, but onely differ in 42:79, that 
tney bind not immediately; che truth 
of this appears from theſe reaſons. 

7. Becaule God only 15 Lord of the 
Conſcience, therefore ablolutelawgi- 
ver, therefore called Fames 4. 12, {he 
lawgiver that can ſave and 4/troy, and 

as 
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_ asSt. own aith, is greater then the Cons 
ſ'irnree If Mans Law bind the Con- 
{(cienace immeyiately, and cqually with 
Gol, tien is every tranſvreſſion ther- 
ot witaoutany further reſpe&t to Gods 
Law, a fingvur the text faith, # kag78 ec 
e 0.12, {1 15 the tranigrefſion of 2 liw, 
me nivg God- Taw ; Theretore St. Au- 
euſt;ce ſaith, fin is 4idlam, fatiun, con- 
exrpitum, ny laying, doing or Coreting 
29%1in't Gods Law, the viojation cf 
mins in things | wful 1s fin, becaule 
Gods Law nath made it {o. 

3. If mans Law bind equilly with 
Gods, tien when od commands one 
thing, and mans Liw quite contrary, 
either Gods Law nulls the obliga=- 
on, or it doth not; if it null the 
oLligation, then Gods Law 1s above 
mans, and fo they do not bind equ:1- 
ly; if it doth notnull ic,tien thee ab- 
{u di 1-5 will follow, 1. That a man may 
heunder two Contrary obligations, 28s 
co the ame thing ; he is bound to do 
it by one Law, and not to do it by the 
orher. 2. That the ſame ation may 
bead»ty, and a fin, a duty in obey- 
113 G1, a fin in .diſobeying man- 
3. That mans power1s abſolute and 
1n.1mted, and not derived from God 

and 
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and limited by his Law, Ifmans Law 
bind equally with Gods, then Gods 
Law cznnot take off the obligation; 
but Gods Law takes off the obligation 
in every thing, where mans Law con- 
tradiks Gods, Therefore God is to 
be firſt and chiefly obeyed, and man ſe- 
condarily, and with reference to God- 
Therefore mans Law binds not imme- 
diately and equally with Gods, 

5. If man without reſpe& to Gods 
Law can bind the Conſcience, then he 
is Lord of the Conſcience, and may 
him elf convent, examine it, proceed 
to ilentence either of life or death,both 
upon body and ſoul. Mans knowledge 
and power reacheth no further then 
the outward man, therefore cannot 
reach the Con'cience. 

3+ To tranſgre(s thoſe Laws of men, 
which c--ntradi& the laws of nature, or 
poſitive Layys of God, is no fin, but a 
duty. Daniel tran(greft that decree of 
Darius which pronibited prxyer tO 
God for 30 days, and fin'd not. St. Paul 
was caPdand commanded of God, to 
preach theName of Jeſus,yet he did not 
forbear,though forbidden by the Magt- 
ftrate,& for his wn defence faith,whe- 
ther it be meet toobeyGod or meng1u7 2:2 | 

The 
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The reaſon of this is evident, 

x. Becauſe God hath a greater poi 
er and authority over” mens conſcien- 
ces, then any humane authority can 
have, ſo that if there be any Mor] 
evil in the thing commanded, we are 
bound to obey God rather then 
men; in which caſe we doe not formal- 
Iy and dire&ly diſobey the Magiſtrate, 
but we chule to obey God before 
him. 

2. Becwuſe it is my duty to obey 
him firſt, by vertue of whole authori- 
ty 1 obey another, therefore if the in» 
ferior command me any thing contra- 
ry to the will and law of the Supream; 
I am not bound toobey him in it,be- 
cauſe both he derives his power ofcom- 
manding, and T my obligation to obedi 
ence, from the anthority of the Su- 
pream, which muſt be ſuppoſed to do 
nothing againſt ic ſelf, Thus it is 
between God, and the Supream Ma- 
giftrate, by him Kings reign, when 
God gives them a Legiſlative power, 
he doth it exmulative , #04 privativty 
not ſoas to deprive himſelf or his own 
laws of their binding force again: 


his. 
4. To 
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4- Torranſgrzſs thoſe commands of 
awful Authority which are undeter- 
nined by Scripture, and do not con- 
radict the laws of God and nature, 
his is ſinfa!. In matters undetermined 
dy the Word, concerning the external 
olity of the Church 'of God, the Ma- 
biſtrate hath the power of determi- 
ing things, ſo they be regulated by 
he general rules of the Divine law, 
dbedience to authority in all things law- 
ul, is no indifferent thiaz, We mult 
ring our Conſcience to a rule, ſaith 
Ve. Sa1ndeyſ11, and forbear nothing as 
gain{tConſcience, which was notagainſ(t 
rule, againſt Gods Word,againft faith 
Yr Manners, we ſhoald comply with 
ublicx Authority, to avoid ſcandal, 
o teitifie our charity, humilicy and 0- 
edience, thir laws may be obſerved, 
hurcch compoſed, Charity revived, Dan- 
ers avoiied, Kingdom fer'ed, Chriſti- 
ns edified, God obeyed, and our Go- 
ernours fir God; fake. This was Cal- 
1s counlel to . the Exglihh exiles 
t Fraickford , to yield to the 
burch in thines indifferent for peace 


y alerted and commanded in Scrip. 


ture, 


ake Obedience to Authority is clear- Script An- 
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ture, I Pet. 2.13. Submit your ſelue; 
to every ordinance 'f man for the Lord 
ſake, whethcy it be to the King as (j 
preamy or unto Gorernorss as unto then 
tbat arc ſent by bim. Sub e&ion 15 diy 
both to ſupream and ſubordinate, bu 
not alike to both ; Sovereizn firſt, be- 
cauſe the fulne(s of humane power 06- 
riginally refts in him, to the ſubogdi- 
nate next, becauſe they have it but 
In part, at theſecond hand. This obe 
dience to ſupream and ſubordinate 
muſt not be in ſome few things, whict 
ſure our humor, and may ſerve ſome 
, defign, but every ordinance which car- 
Ties no contradi&ion to, and inconfiſt- 
ency with Gods, Rom. 13.1. Let cvery 
ſoul be ſubjet to the higher powers, 
XA 'v TE OAOS ING KAY ONLY YEALSHE HAV T0 
Tis, he be an Evangeliſt, Apitlc, Prophet, 
Prieſt, or be he who be will, ſaith Saint 
Chryſoftome, Rom.13.5. Te muſt neeas 
be ſubjef, not only for wrath,but alſo for 
en ſerence, ad. Jn v 70/&08:>21,0f necel- 
ſity you muft be ſhbje&;there 15 a two- 
fold neceſlity abſolute and fimple, when 
a thing cannot be otherwiſe; this 15 not 
the neceſſity kere meant, for (ad exper 1- 


ence tells us, that many too "_ re. 
ule 
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ſe to be ſubje&, Conditional neceſ. 
ity, when ſuch and ſuch things are ſup- 
poled, it cannot be other wile ; This is 
he neceſſity here, and there is a double 
onditional neceſlity ſpecified, - 


1, If you will avoid wrath you muſt 
eeds be ſubject. 

2, If you will keep a good conſcience, 
ou muſt be ſubje& ; weare bound to 
ubje&ion by a double tie ; the one hu» 

ne, the wrath of the Magiſtrate: he 
s deſperate that doth rrowwrdSuyiy, de- 
pile all danger, and 1s not afraid of 
rath, The other is divine,Conſcience 
owards God ; neither of theſe will 
told thoſe mentioned, 2 Tim. 3, 4- 
[raitors, heady, bigh-minded, who as 
i- ſad as they are, have a form of godlise 
els, nd will plead conſcience for their 
ontempt of authority. 


This do&rine of obedience to au- 
hority 1s not left to our liberty, bur 
tis our duty £©o Put you in mind of 
neſe things.Its the charge S. Pyxl gives 
oTitys, which we muſt diſcharge, Put 
hem in mind to be ſubjet to Principalis 
ies and Powers, aud ro obeyMagiſtrates, 

noc 
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not only ſenſe of duty to God, byt 
loveto your ſouls, confirains me to it 


 Rom.1I3.2, For its ſaid, IWhoſocver reſſteth the Pow- 


cry reliteth the Ordinance of God, an} 
ſhall recerve to themſelves damnation, 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles enjoyn obedi- 
ence toAuthority,St. Paul in his defence 


AQs 25.8, he makes for himſelf ſaith, zc3tber 4 


gainſt the law of the Fews, Neither 4 
gaznit the Temple, nor yet again(t Calar 
hwwe T offended any thing. In another 
place he ſaith, 7 have committed nothing 


A®, 28.17 againſt the People, nor cuſtom of the F1* 


theres, Je moſt plainly appears from 
Scripture precepts, and prelidents, 
that to contradi& the laws of our Sus 
periours in things which contradict not 
the laws of God and nature, is a great 
ſin, it being a manifeſt contradid- 
in2 the Word and Will of God, 
reſiſting Gods ordinance, breaking 
the bonds of ſociety, opens a wide gap 
for all impiety ; turns the world upſide 
down; thoſe who are guilty herein [ 
deſire ſeriouſly and imparttally ro con- 
ſider theſe things,!eſt they periſh in che 
painſaying of Core, 

Give me leave to ſup<radde theſe 


three Rules. . | 
s. 16 


The | Unreaſonableneſs of Sin. 
1, If God command any thing, we 


it muſt ſubmic withouc any more adoe, 
©} and not "trouble our ſelves about the 


expediency , of lawfulneſs ; Abraham 
diſputed neither when it appeared that 
God would have him ſacrifice his Son. 
2. If our ſuperiors, indued with law- 
ful authority command any thing, we 
may,yea,ought to enquire into the law- 
fulneſs, yet not with an anxious curio. 
ſity, as deſirous to find out ſome loop- 
hole, to evade irs but modeſt ingenuity, _ 
diſcovering to God, and the world, and 
the unfeigned fincerity of our deſires, 
both to fear God, and honour thoſe 
whom he hath ſet over us, and having 
uſed ordinary Moral diligence, to in- 
form our ſelves the beſt we can; ifthere 
appear ne unlawfulneſs, we ought to 
ſubmit,not troubling our ſelves further 
ro enquire whether i: bz expedient or 
no, [-t them that command it look eo 
thar, ics they that muſt anſwer for it. 
3. When Authority bath left us free, 
no command either of God, or of thoſe 
that are ſet over us ynder Ged, baving 
preſcribed us any thing in that behalf, 
there ic isin our own liberty & choice, 
to do as we think good, yet not ſo as by 
wh [d | 


II Erol > > I 1 AE ms - 
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doe what we lift, but doe that which 
according to the exigence of preſent 
circumſtances, (to far as the wiſdom 
and charity we have, will ſerve us to 
Judg ) ſhall ſeem moſt expedient and 
p:ofitable co mutual edific: tion, T here 
15 one caſ: which ceferves to be conſide- 
red. Suppolel queſtion the lawfulnels of 
that which. is commended by Autho- 
rity, what muſt I doe in that caſe? In 
an{wer .to this, 1 ſhall give you my 
thougatsin thele following Confiderati- 
ons. I. I wiſh heartily that Authority 
would thiak fit to lay atide thole things 
which are doubtful and diſputable, for 
why ſhould we be fo ftrialy tied up to 
thoſe things which we may doe, or let 
lone, and be very good Chriſtians : 
why ſhould the Chvrches unity and 
peace be ſuſpended upon l{uch things ; 
the unity of the Church is an unity of | 
love, and afte&ion, and not a bare uni- 
formity of practice or opinion, our 
controverfies about Religion have 
brought Religion it felf into a contro» 
verſie, among weaker Judgements. I 
wifh nothing might be impoſed and 
determined as indifferent, bur 
what is ſufficiently known to be 
in- 


\ 
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indifferent, in its own nature. 

2. The gain-ſaying Conlcience is one 
thing, the doubting another. If the 
Conſcience hath condemn'd a thing as 
abſolutely . unlawful; in that caſe a 
man ought by no meaus to do it, no, 
not at the Command of the Magiſtrate, 
though hisConſcience hath pronounc'd” 
a wrong ſentence, yetlet ſuch a one 
know, that he finneth too in duobey- 
ing the Magiſtrate, from which follow. 
ing the diQates of his Conſcience can- 
not acquit him. 

3. Todo that you doubt of, is not a- 
gainſt your Conſcience, for doubcing 
is motus indifferens ad utramque par tem 
coatradifiionis, when the (cales hang ia 
Equilibrio, without any rotable Þro- 
penſity or inclination tq, the one thde 
more then the other ; if the doer onely 
doubt it, its no more againſt it then 
with it, and it may be cither a*fin, or 
no ſin, according to the qualifications 
it may receive from other circunrftan- 
Ces. 

4- Where Tam left to my own liber- 
ty, and the authority of the chief Ma-, 
91ſtrate doth nor interpoſe, there it is 
lafer to forbear then do. | 

5. Where 


E 50 '® 


' : 


Rom 14. 
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5, Where anthoricy interpoleth, 
and I doubt of the lawfulnels , 
there it 1s ſafer to obey then, for- 
bear; to doubt' is an inditlerent 
motion to either pare, now where 
things hang thus -even , + If aucho- 
rity will not caſt the ſcales, au- 
thority is very light, or elie there 
is a great fault in the beam. - A- 
gain, where there is a certainty 
and an uncertainty, the ſafeſt way 
is to let go the: uncertainty , and 
hold faſt chat which is certain. 
The general is certain, that: thou 
art to obey the Magiſtrate jn all 
things, ;not contrary to Gods Will, 
bur, the particular ' is uncertain, 
deal ſafely, hold to that which 


is certain, and obey. 


Obj. But the Apoſtle condemns the do- 
ig any thing with a d ubting Conſcis 
ences becauſe doubting is contrary to 
faith, and be that doubicth is danined 
if be eat, : 


A. (ws 
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An(w. We mult not take texts fit- 
ted for particular occaſions, and the 
condition of the times wherein they 
were writ,” and apply them to our 
ſelves or others without reſpe& had to 
the differences of thoſe trmes and ca- 
es. Sundry things in Scriprure ſpoken 
agreeably to that Infancy of theCaurch, 
would very 11! ſute the Church in her 
fulneſs of firength and ſtature, and ſun- 
dry cireions very expedient in time 
of perſecution 3 and when* believers 
were mingled with Infidels, wonld 
be very unſeaſonably urg'd, when 
the Church is in a \peaceable flou- 
riſhing ftate, living under the pro» 
tetion of Chriſtian Princes ; now 
the Apoftles whole diſcourſe - in this 
Chapter, and whe:tever elſe he touch- 
eth upon the point of ſcandal, - 15 
to be underſtood only in th:t ca'e, 
where men are leſt to their own 11- 
berty, in theuſe of indifferent things. 
TheRomo1s and Cori thiansand others 


to whom he wrote,being not limited a= 


ny way, in che exerciie of cheir hberty, 
by any over=ruling authoricy.But whe: 
the Magiſtrate hath incerpoted,and hath 
umpoled laws tholk under him, 

' 2 


whereby 


Fookers 
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whereby their liberty 15 not infring'd 
in the inward Indgment, but limited 
ia the outward exerciſe, there the caſe 
1s altered. So that ſuch a forbearance 
which as to them was necefſary,nntous 
15 unlawful, in regard they were free 
and weare bound. 

The next thing to be inquir'd into 
15 this, 


6. Whether ignorance of the Law be 
ſufficient to exempt us from guilt i'1 
the violati"n of the Law ? 


I ſhall reſolve this in thele following 
Propoſitions. 

i. Though every ſin be attended 
with guilt, leaves a tin&ture of filth up- 
on theſou], and expoſe to puniſhment, 
yet ſome fins are more diſpleafing and 
diſhonourable to God, and deftrufive 
to vur ſelves then others. Though e- 
very fin deferves Gods wrath and curſe, 
both 1n this life, and that which 1s to 
come, yet all fins are not equally hei- 
nous; but ſomefmns in themſelves, and 
by reaſon of ſeveral aggravations, are 
more hainous in the fight of God then 
cthers. Tofſin thicugh wilfulnels, 15 

; | worle 


v 


but co lie in a fin againſt knowleds, 
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worſe then to fn through weakneſs, to 
fin preſumptuouſly, and againſt know- 
ledge, is worle then to-fin chrough ig- 
norance. This che Scripture plainly 
alſerts, To him that knows to do good, 
and doth it not, to him it is fin; be that 
k:oweth his Maſters Will, and doth 


it wot , ſhall be beaten with many 


ftripes. It were better for them not 
to bave known the way of righteouſ- 
neſs, theu afterward to. turn from the 
boly Commandment. Sins againſt knows 
ledge do far tranſcend fins of igno” 


rance ; for, 


1. A general repentance will ferve 
for the one, not ſo for the other ; 
Davids . murder and adultery muſt 
be particularly confeſſed and repent- 
ed of; but his fins of ignorance 1m 
the lump and in general, as is intr. 
mated, Pſalm 19. 12. Who can #1- 
derſtand his errors * Cleanſe me from 
my ſecret fing, that was confeflion e- 


nough. A man may lie in 2 fin 


he. doth not know ro be a fin, and 
be in a ftate of grace, as the Pa- 
triarks in Polygamy and Divorce, 
16 


E 3 


| 


Jam,g.t7. 


Lnke 12, 


2Per. 2-21. 
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isnot compatible with grace, fins a- 
gxinſt knowledge muſt be confeſſed, 
hated an. foria.en, or we cannot have. 
me: Cy. | 

2.Some kind of finning againſt know- 

ledze exclude; from mercy, which doe 

ignorantly leave a capacity for it, per- 

ſecuting the Church, blaſpheming 

Chritt; if done 1gnorantly, leavsa capa- 

- City for-mercy; iidone knowingly, it 

1 Tin. 1, dothnot;Idid it ignorantiy through un- 

13. belief, therefore 1 -.brajined mercy,im- 

plying, if he bad done ic knowingly, 

he had been incap citated for mercy, 

If we {in wilfully after we have re- 

ceived the knowledge of the truth, 

then there 1em:ins no mcrefſacrifice 

for in; for tins againſt tae 'aw, though 

Ne5.19 27 againtt knowledge, there w2s an atone- 

£ev.5-8: men: but its noc-lo under the Gol- 

pel, the 2.polile ſpith exprefly,the. 8 re- 
mains no more {act1:ice for fin. 

3. vin 33g1n{t knowledge 15 nizheft 
tothe fin againit the Holy Ghoſt; 1 doe 
nt {ay iti rheſin,but Its nigh it, knows 
le dye 15 the parent of 1t; If after they 
have received the knOwledge of the 

A419. eruti, T his appears fiom ?4+54s prayer, 
ans brtt ze prays cobe clean.ed from fecrer 
fins, 
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fins, which he makes fins of ignorance, 
taen prayech againſt preſumptuous fins, 
Whic1 as the oppatition 'diicovers, are 
ins ag inſt knowledze-;- of theſe 
he ſaich ,.4t theſe. ger che Domini- 
on over-:m2, I fhi{l not be! free 
from tie (great offence, ; thit 15, that 
unpardonable f11 wirich ſhall never 
be forgiven. ' 22, 
4. To: againſt know:edge,. 1s to 
lin agiinft the greaveſt mercy , and 
the beſt means;; it being the inamedi- 
ate guide of .m'n in all kits ways; God 
rules min by kno yiledze , and know- 
ledze + mikez3 men; cxpable of --fia, 
which + beaſtz are not; knowledge 
layeth-a farthor obliyation co 0g2di- 
enc? itz. a (in. 'to 'tranſprels the jaw 
W.121 a:min knows it not; yet waen- he . 
knows.46, 4015 a greater;chougnmn gin. 
nmg 43Jna t knowieds; a mm doth not 
comme coca diſtin tjhs;per therknow- 
led; of it: dota ad1 a fFirrher degree of 


fi 1falneis 3 cloth 15 chsiame clotiywaen 


waiteaswaie 1dy'd wich atcarletdy,yet 
theait hich 4.cia tare given it, waic 1s 
of mare wo-ch then tac cloth. So waen 
yau flagnot knowing tre Law, tae fin 15 
tae ame for ſubltance it would be.if yo. 
4 E 4 had 


_ 
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had known it, yet the: knowledge 
makes it a ſcarlet fin, far greater in de 
merit then the finic ſelf. The reaſon 
is this, becauſe laws then come to be 
in force when they are promuJged and 
made known, {o tixat ehe more they are 
made known , the more 1s the force of 

' their bmilding,and fo the greater guilt, 
1and ftiil the more clearly we knoy 
them, the obligation -increaſeth, and 
:.the gui't enſuing. 

5. When the Law being known 1; 
broken, there 1s more contempt caft 
- Upon tie law, 89d the lawgiver, and (0 
aihigher degree of finning, therefore 
-$t-15. aid Numb. 15. 30. he that fins 
ont of knowledge reproacherh the 
Lo:d, and diipifeth the word of the 
Num 15. Lord; therefore Sax]; finning. againſ 
39. - knowledge , i$ Called rebellion, and 
paralleld with witchcraft; when people 
Jeb 24.13 {111:againſt light, they are ſaid to rebel 
avainlt che, light; in finning againſt 
' knowledg,men aretaid to fin before the 
face of tieLoid,whar a great contempt 
of God.is this? To fin againſt knowledg 

15 to caſt Gods law behind our back. 

6. The more knowleilge a man fins 
azaint,the more the will of the fannec 

h 'Y 
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is diftovered to be for fin, as fin, Now 
voluntarium eft regula & menſura atit- 
om moralium, willingneſs ia finning, 

is che ſtandard and meaſure of ſin,the 
leſs will, rhe leſs fin, and ſo much is ad- 
ded, by bow much rhe will is more in 1t, 
therefore the higheſt degree of finning, 

is expreſt by {inning wilfully, and this 
after knowledge. An ignorant man 
coramits the aR as willingly, yet he 
commits it not conſidered as fin, but 
when its diſcovered to be a fin, & clear- : 
ly diſcovered, and yet commits it,rhe 
will may be ſaid to joyn with it as fin. 
Thus 'we may underſtand chat place to 
him that knows to doe good, and doth 

ir nct, to bun it is ſin, becauſe by his - 
knowledge, the thing is repreſented as 
fin, ſo thar he cloſeth wich ir the more 
under that notion and apprehenſion. }. . 
. 7. In inning againſt knowiedge-a 
man condemns bimſelf,but when out of 
ignorance meerly, the law only cen- 
demns him;(o that a man having knows - 
ledge, in-that wherein he judgeth ano- 
ther, be condemneth himſelf 3 now as - 
ſeif-murther is the higheſt degree of ©" *: i 
murtber,and an aggravetion of it,ſoſelf- 
6onJemning muſt needs be reckoned; © # 


God 
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God took it as a great adyantage over 
him cha hid his talen, our of chine 
own much ] will condemn thee, thou 
wicked ſerya it, 
Totranſgreſs Go Is 1aw knowi "gly, 
5 a vgcexrrer liffthen to cranſgrels 1: 
throu%h ignorance. | Bur 
2. Tavush jins.againk k 10 | (edp: 
are greitzr th: 1 1ins of ISNOrance, Yer 
there is an igao ance chac is damni3ble, 
Fobn 17.3 jf it be life e ecazl to knw God anJ 
PE Chriſt, ic i: deach eterna! £2 be igno- 
* 43+ mranc of ch. If our Goſps), be hid, 
it is bid ro chem that ace loft; they are a 
hong people of no un lerſtanding, therefore 
Ds. Miſch. © he char mate chem will no: have mercy 
of Sclf-jg- On the nM: Bret, ;r rells ge,thac ther? 5 
nor. an ignorance and taicq jaintedaz(s wich 
; God, anl our TeV ou is daleful 
an! <a nnable. As 1. To he tgrcal, y 
32norunc of ch2 exten; y and capacity 
of your in noctal ſou 's, 2. To be void 
of th: ef: 414i k15 nied3* Q: your (in 
and 'm ſery, ani ned of the rem: 2dy. 
Ferg, of 3- Tachiax yo. hive ſing grace wh ſr 
the neceſse Y01h1ve n >123that you are regenzrate 
and verily by the $-1r.t, wh) You are on ly Sa» 
ce pn rh ar” r'g21'ric: by Baptiſm. 
Chriſt, Mr. Fe: :1f0 1 (ai þ,chere are [ome truchs 
ne- 
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neceſſary to be known and believed, 
in order £0 our being ſaved, This de- 
pends upon the neceſſary conne&ion 
which God hath eſt:bliſhed, between 
ſuch a doArine and ſuch an end; 
ſo that happineſs is not to be arri- 
ved at, bur through che knowledge 
and belief of ſuch a truth ; ſo that theic 
ne(cience, or pure 1gnorance, 15 damn- 
ing. To be ignorant of God, his 
Actributes, Covenant, of his Law, 
and Goipel, of his Son, this 13 dam- 
nable. The F-ws were ignorant of 
the Lord of life, elſe they would not 
have crucifyed him yet his blood lieth 
heavy upon them to this day; but 
your ignorance and diſobedience to the 
Golpel is more inexc1able then theirs. 
The Di.ciples might have ſome- 
thing, to piead for their ignorance, 
becauſe the great things of the 
Goſpel were not revealed to them; 
but your 13norance of the Birth, 
Life, Death, Refurretion, Inter- 
ceſion of Chriſt, and the reſt of 
the great Articles of the Chriſtian 
Faith, 1s damnable, becauie (© 
clewly revealed in Scripture, that 
by Moral diligence in rexding the 

Bivle, 
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Pible, you may attain to the know- 
ledge of them ; bur you bare our.prex 
ching ſuneradded te Scripture-Revela. 
rio11,1t you be now ignorant you have no 
ci0ak Nor excuſe for your i-norance. 

3. To be ignorant of thoſe thing; 
we cught to know, and which we may 
know,if we will, is not only a fin, bur a 
rwifed comprehenſive fin; now the 
Commandements and law: of the Gof- 
pe! , are fuch az we ought to know, 
and way know if we wil beat rhe pains, 
end therfore its a co vprehenfive tn for 

1, There is diſobedience in it, for 
Gods end in writing to us the great 
things of hiz law, is that we may ac- 
quaint our ſelves with them , there- 
fore beſides the ordinary courſe of 
reading by the Levites in the Temple, 
they werecommanded te bind them as 
ſigns upon their hands upon the peſts 
of [heir houſes and gates, to cheend 
the law might become familiar to th:m, 
its 2 mandfelt contempt of Gods com- 
mand 10 be ign17rant. 

2. There is ungratitu'e and rn- 
thenkſulnefs in it, its an abuſe of Gods 
kindne(s; ſhould a King write a letter 


to the mean. ſt of his SubjeA+:, nay,a 
1] rai- 
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Traitor, and promiſe upon his ſrt 

miffion , not onely to pardon his 

offence, but receive him into favour, 
ſhould this man lay aftde this letter, 
and not vouchſafe to peruſe it, what 
a piece of ingratitude, prejiumprion, 
incollerable infolence, would this be; 
but yours 1s ingratitude 10 a high- 
er degree, when God hath writ to ye 11 

enemies a graciois Jetter of reconciles 
ment,defiring to win you, when its fit» 
ter you ſhonld wit! tears of b'ood im- 
portune him, yet for you to undervaluc 
luch unutterable kindneſs, :-nd not read 
over this letter, and yet pretend 1gnv- 
rance,this ignoranceadds to your guilt. 
3,1ts a negle& of your own private 


good 3 Gods defign as ] tg}d you. 


before in giving Laws, 1s to lead 
you to happineſs. *I gave them ſta» 
entes and ordinznces, Which it a man 
do, he ſtall live in them, You are 


*Ezek 1a, 
i. 


willing to know thoſe things that. 


concern your temporal good , and 
will you be 1gnorant of choſe things 
which concern your eternal well-doing. 
4- Our ignorance of new-Tefta- 
ment commands is a greater fin 
thea the fews ignorance of the old 
' Fella 


\ 
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Teftament=dilpenſation ; for they li- 
ved in the Infancy of the Church,when 
it was under a dark diſpenſation, »nd 
ſharp Schoolmaſter; We' live in the 
fulnels of time, when the Church 1; 
come to greater maturity ofſudgment, 
and underftanding; a great many things 
were veil'd to them, which are re- 
vealed to us. Theirs was a miniſtration 
of death and condemnation; ours,lite, 
righteouſneſs and ſalvation. How fhall 
we eſcape if we negled ſogreat ſalvation« 
XA God were (o ſevere againſt the vio- 
lation of a far meaner inſtitution, as 
the Law of Moſes; ſurely he will be 
more levere againſt the violation of a 
higher inſticution, ſuch as the Laws 
of Chrift are, See Dr, Stillingf. Serm, 
on Hleb.2.3, 

4. No ignorance excuſeth , bur 
when 1t 15, no fault to be 1gnorant; cul- 
pable ignorance cannot excuſe one fin, 
cannot excuſe another, Now I a peal 
co your own con'ciences, whether it be 
not a very great fault, to be ignorant- 
of the Lawsof' your Creator ' and Re- 
deemers without the knowledge of 
which you cannot be faved; the know= 
ledge of which is neceilary in order to 
your 
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your being and doing good. 
There are only theſz ewo things 
which makes 1gnorance of the Laws of 
God nor fo be a fault, 


1 - Want of natural capacity. 2. Want 
of ſufhcient means. 


1.Want ofnatural capacity,ſuppoſins 
it be real, and not pretended; ſome will 
tell us rhey have mean capacities, dark 
underftand.ngs , weak memories, yet 
we lee they have wit and memory e- 
nough for other matters; thac which 
1s good at one thing would be fo at an- 
other, if employ'd; but they have no 
heart toſpiritual matters , their un= 
derft:nding and memory is good e- 
'nough, and would be better, it well 
employed. . Therefore this want ofna- 
tural copacity is but: pretended noe 
real. Again, where this want of ca- 
paCity 1s natural, and not adventitious 
nor contracted, many weaken their 
underſtanding, agd memories, by their 
vitious lives, by wine ard women, 
and this is ſo far from excuſing , 
that it aggravates; many lole their 
paits by not uſing or abuſing _—_ 
uct 
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But when this defeft 1s natural, when a 
man 15 born an Idiot, and 1s notCompos 
wentis, then to be ignorant 15 no fault, 

2, Another thing which makes ig- 
norance no faule, is want of ſufficien- 
@y in the means of knowledge ; If ic be 
not clear to them in the diligent uſe of | 
moral means ; Ignorance of the pofi- 
tive Laws of God, and of the Goſpel 
is exculable ; among the poor I1dians, 
who never had the Goſpel preachr a. 
mong them ; let them uſe never fo 
much indufiry in ſearching after know- 
ledge, they can never come to know 
Chriſt crucifi'd,for how ſhall they know 
er believe 1n him, of whom they have 
not heard; but you have heard of 
Chriſt, and he is evidently ſer forth 
crucify*d, not only in the relation you 
have ofhis death and ſufferings by the 
four Evangeliſts, but in the S:crament 
of the Lords Supper 3 for you tobe ig- 
norant IS a fin with a witneſs; your 
ignorance cannot be jgnorantia Pur ne- 
gationis, but prave diſpoſnionis3 its 
not zgnorantia anvincibilisgbut vincibilis, 
not zon9oratiacralſi, but ff ata. Its 
an affected ignorance, and may be 0- 
vercome, It proceeds froma depraved 


di-polt- 
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diſpofition. The diſciples might be 


excis?*d in their 1gnorance of ling 
tiindarenta] Articles, becaufe notre- 
veal'd 10 that ciearnelis; But now 
what is neceflary to ſalvation 15 fo 
pl:inly diſcorered, that there can- 
nor be 1avincible ignorance in fucit 
matters. 

He tit profefſ-ch himſelf to be. a 
friend romen of all religions, yet re- 


ally © none but thoſe of the Romiſh / 


Religion, would fain periwade the 
world tat Chere t3 nothing clear and 
certain, either waaturals or fpuricuals, 

and rei!s we are lo far from veing aſl. 
red,of tie vericy of the Scriptures,the 
beivg of Co), and truch vf by Accri- 
butes, ti'2t ve are igncrant of our 
own being, I:-norti ity of var ſo'i]-, 
and future h11's. Burt lopery 15 a 
ſtrange Reiigioa that muſt be whe: ed 
an by Atizei.m, hetpr for wid by 1g- 
ncrance, lecured by ingu1ftticns and 
Crieicy, vinch cfiers tt onts to in 
Nane rea:On, re jutre bliud obedience, 
and cannot be wp! orted with ur a 
precended : ini: jy; but whatever 
P ::;iry bo fine 5 cat ivbltancials Oi the 


Churician R108 ae Cicaily revea- 
led, 
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led, to ſay they axe obſcure is to acs 
culſe God of want of wiſdom and good- 
nels. Gods end in giving us the Bible 
is, that we may know his will and our 
duty. If this be ſo obſcure, that we 
cu1mot come to any certainty, then 
God hath loft his end, and we the be- 
netir. There are, I know, ſeveral 
things in the Scripture , which we 
cannot come to a reſult in, but they 
a1E not matters neceſſary to be 
known, believed, or obeyed; and 
12n0rance in matters not neceſſary, 
wil not hmder our ſalvation. 

5. Sufficiency of means in order to 
knowledge, 1s not © be judg'd by 
the event ; but by the improveablenels 
of the means, becauſe ſome are chil- 


' dren in underftanding, ever learning, 


ad never come to the knowledge of 
the cruch, but f1'l need to be taught, 
which are the firſt Principles of the 
Oracies of God, doth it therefore fol- 
low they havenot ſufficient means of 
knowledge. Some that worſkip ima» 
vin1ti08s, and are wedded to a party, 
chartare full of partiality, pre udice, 
ſeif-conceit and {elf-love; impute peo- 


- Pies iJnorance, 1mpiety, Non-Profict- 


ency 
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ency in goodnels, to the want of that 
which they call powerful preaching, 
and to the weakneſs and unprofitable- 
neſs of thoſe men and means they en- 
joy. This will provea poor plea at the 
great day. God will not judge as we 
do, who are blinded with 1e'f-Jove, 
and bia(ſs'd with ſe if-intereſt, Many 
neglet and contemn the means, are 
ſenſleſs and ſecure, ſhut their eyes, 
arereGly'd to entertain no dorine, 
that thwarts their opinion, intereſt 
and corruption. God will not judge 
of men according to the event, bur 
the Improveablenels of means. God 
may for any thing 1 know call men to 
an account,, for not improving means 
to that height which others have 
done in the {ame capacity z we muſt 
conſider the end they were deſign'd 
for, the improveablenels of them, and 
make our beſt advantage of them. 

6. Where matters are clear, means 
ſufficient, ignorance is fo far from 
excuſing, that it aggravates; they 
muſt needs be blind who ſhut cherr eyes, 
that they may fin with more freedom, 
and fin hath a ſtrong hold in thoſe who 


| oppole the light, and hate them that 
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reprove them, ſome are fupidly infſen- 
fible in matters of Feligion, refuſing 
light, and neg'eting means. This 
15 cane condemnation that men love 
darkneſs, plezie themſelves in it, 
refcr it before light; 1gnorance that is 
wilful and contracted exculeth not. 


7. Whether in th:ſe matters where 
we haveno Law, no Precept or 
probibarun Drvomne, there we are 
at our liberty? 


Where we are not determined by 
the poſitive law of Cod, or of lawful 
hi:mane authority, there weare at our 
cwn liberty, to doe ornot todoe, yet 
in matte» indifie: ent thete isa choice. 
/ V; rhinge ate Jawful to me, bur all 
thing 16 not ExPecient; and in de- 
tern znmng what 1+ expedient and con- 
\ evient, | {n not 1] ve guided by my 
ouno ancikers Ciicretien ard not by 
Scriptine; they abuſe the Scripture 
vho tell us Seripeure muſt determine 
us, in indifierent thing>3 It the Scrip- 
ture determine us its not indifierent, 


bue many things arenundetermined by 


Scripture, not oply which ccycern 
the 
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the ations of common life, but the 
worſhip of God,che Scripture hath not 
determined me the time, place, poſture, 
phraſe, metaod, nabit with reference, 
to prayer, therefore I may be determi- 
ned by my own, or the diſc.etion of 
ochers 1n theſe matters, witaour fn, 
Waat 1s neither commanded nor tor- 
bidden by Gods law, | may due or 
leave undoa, though tr. m Autiority 
negatively in matter» of fact, there be 
no force, yet Authoricy negatively in 
matter of law, is of great force; a3 4, Doawng 
thus we doe not read Chit amd tt: A- bis Trea- 
poſtles did ſuch a thing, tne:efore ici+ ' ve of rhe 
not to be done, Tut kind oftary ung _ ineſs 
15-1nvalid, for it 15 not thepwmpoley I 
the Holy Gaoſt to regiſter in 5c: 1p- 
tine wWaate\ er 115 1tervanes had done, 
muC1i le!> cheir ſports and recieations; 
but 1n matters of raicie, it holds, be. 
caule tne Sc'ipcure contains all mat- 
ters of f ita, and in matte: of Jaw it 
holds. We read of no law nr precept 
commandiag us to doe it, therefore 
we may let it alone; we read of no pro- 
hibicion forbidding it, therefore it may 
be done,yo: cannot aire me t'1at thac 
is aneceſlary duty,by a dofrinalantece- 
F 3 deat 
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dent neceſlity, for which you cannot 
produces Scripxure-commanrd : You 
cannot aſſuie me that that is a fin, 
whi.h is not prohibited by Scripture; 
to make that a duty which Scripture 
hath not made a dity, 1s poſitive fu- 
perſtition: to make that a fin which 
the Scripture hath not made fin, is ne- 
eative ſuperſtition. Ir appears ther- 
fore, that where We have no divine 
law there we arc atour liberty. 


1- From Gods intention in making 
known his Will, which was not to re- 
cord every particular fac done by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles: for Saint 
7-þx fauh inthe c'oſe of his Goſpel, 
th:t many things were done by Chriſt, 
which if they were written the world 
wyruld not contain the Books.. But 
his deſign is eo lay down thoſe Rand- 
ins laws whereby tbe worid is to be 
r.|:d; and in order to the obligati- 
on ef © onſci nce, there muſi be a pro- 
m3'catio0n of theſe laws. 


2. ] his aprears from the inten- 
rron ad end of jaws, which 1s tocir- 
cu;ſribe and r.ſtrain the natural l1- 

6 berty 
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berty of man, therefore where 
there is not a particular prohibiti- 
on, it is in nature and reaſon {u»- 
poſed that men are left to their na- 
tural freedom. As Gods forbid- 
ding A4sm to taſte of the fruic of 
one cree , did give him libzrcy to 
taſte of all the reſt. Thoſe thing; 
are therefore lawful to be done, 
which God hath not thought fic to 
ſorbil. This appears al © 


3, From the natu:e of man, who 
is a reaſonable being, and ſo able to 
gaide himſelf in natural and moral 
aRions. In matsers nezeſſiry to ſal- 
vation, Go1 hath given us a com- 
pleat rule; but in matrers of a 
lower nature, he hath lefc uz: to 
rhe light of reaſon, and rule of dif- 
cretion; before tie Scriptures were 
writte1, It pleaſed God by viſions 
and dreams, :nd other like reve- 
lations, ©> make known his go04 
Dieaſure to the Patriarks and Pro- 
phets, by them t5 the people w.th 
a kind of revelation; fe.ved th:m 
ro ail intens and purpo 5, where- 
uno ta2z factrel Scriptures nav 
F 4 do 


The Equitablencfs of Gods Lam and 


doe us; now as it was nnrealonablein 
tiems ſo expet any immedi2terevela. 
tion from Grd, every time they did 
eat or drink, bought or ſo!d, or did any 
other common aCrion of Iitezno 1eis un- 
reaionable is it for us to expe the 
like warrant from Scriptire, for the 
doing the {jkeaCtions, No doubt the 
law of nature and light of region 
was the ruje they ve e guided by in 
ſucu actions Therefore rae wiidom 
of G<4 icic it 5 & relique of his de- 
cayed i:ni2e 1n vs, and iuely he never | 
infuled any power iato any Creature 
wie. cof ne intended no u'e. 
od, Whither S:ripture Examiles, 
Divine a&s, aid Divine approba= 
t1.n have the force of a Die 
liz, configered without Dirine 
Preceptse 
1 fil oniy take a little notice of 
the fi:it of theie, becaule there is e- 
no:gh { id already by an incomparable 
Perion of thi: Sabjet, and becauſe 1 
would h:ften to the next particular 
which 15 more profitable and edifyiag. 
i, It i; muſt certatz that all Scrip- 
tine Example; doe not oblige us to 
tuilow cuem, theretore Examp.e doth 
nOT 
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not bind as Example, for then all Ex- 
ampies muſt be followed; and io we 
ſhall of neceſſity goe qua itur non qua 
en1dum, walk by the moſt examples 
| and not by Rule, that all Scripcure 
| Examples dce not oblige appears by 
| thee Arguments. For 
1. It weieſin to fo'low ſome exam- 
ples recorded in Scripture , ſome Cx- 
amples are forbidden,therefore we are 
not ovbjiged to imicate all examples 
recorded in Scripture, you will ſay 
they. therefore doe not oblige be- 
cauie prohibited, bur this protubition 
proves that ali exampies doe not bind, 
and that examples as examples doe not 
bind, but the examples of Chriſt, and 
his Apoſiles, and other examples nor 
prohibited doe net they oblige, not all 
| tuch examples. For 
2.Many things were done by the Apo- 
Hes without any intention of obliging 
any, who ſucceeded tiiem a'terwards 
| to doe che ſame, as tor inſtance their 
| going abroad fo unprovided as they 
did, when Chriſt ſent his twelve Apo- 
| ſtles out at firſt, ic would argue no 
great wiidom now to draw that pat- 
cern 1nto Fraciile,of the like nature was 
| Parks 
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Pruls preiching @'Ffravoy wty yan 
toſome C11rches receiving no m inte» 
nance from them, he never intended 
that this ſhould oblige, for he faich,it 
was lawful for him coreceive m1nte- 
nance from the Churenes, he preacnel 
to, yea, he ſets himſelf co prove not 
only the lawfulne(s of Miniſters cazin? 
it, but the duty of peoples giving it; 
mzer Apoſtolick praRtic 2doth not bind, 
becauſe the Apoſtles did many things 
without intention of binding . 0- 
taers. 


3, The Apoſtles did many things 


npon particular occati9ns, emrgen- 
cies, and circumtinc?;, wiic't £11125 
ſy d>1e crnnot bind by vertue of their 
domz chem, any further, then a pari- 
ty of rerſon doth conclude the fame 
things to be dans In the fame cir- 
cum tances, Thus Pulls fingle life 
15 fir from binding tne Churci, 
ic being n> univerial pratice of ch? 
Anofſtles by a L1w, bt only a thing 
taien tÞ by him, up2n ſome pirei- 
C.thar & O11nd3, nt Oi Perpetual and 
uatverſal cancerament 3 Comm nity of 
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Goods was uſed at firſt by the Church 
of Feruſalem , as moſt ſuitabie to the 
preſent ſtate of that Church, but it 
did not obtain among other Churches, 
251s Clear in the Church of Corzyth, 
by their Law-ſuits, So the Apoſtles, 
preaching from houſe to houle was, 
for want of Conveniency of mcre pub- 
lick places, though that praQtice 
binds now as far as the reafon 
doth, viz. in its tendency to the 
promoting the work of ſalvation, 


4. There were Offices of Apoſtoli- 
cal Appointment, which are grown 
wholly out of uſe in the Church, 
without mens looking upon them- 
ſelves as bound now to obſerve 
ther, as the widows of the. Chur- 
ches, afterwards from their Office 
| called Deaconefſes of the Church, 
of which number Phete was one, 
whom Paxyl calls the Deacone!s. of 
the Church at Cenchrea;, So both 
O-igen and Chryſotome underſtand it; 
theſe continued in the Church for ſome 
| Centuries, mentioned by ſeveral Wri- 
ters, yet theſeare laid aſice by the pre- 

tenders 
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tenders to hold cloſe to Apoſtolici} 
pradtice , ſo that they that plead 
much for the obligitory nature of A-W 
poftolical praftice, doe not think it 
obligatory, for if they did how come 
this office of Widows and Deacone(ſÞ 
fes to be negleted, you will fay theſe 
are not uſeful now, then we muſt (ay 
chat Apoſtojick praice binds no fur- 
ther then we judge it uieful. 

5. Rices and Cuſtoms Apoſtolical are 
altered, therefore it c oth not bind; for 
if it did there could beno altering 
things agreeable thereto, Dipping in 
B-pcrim, the uſe of love Feaſts, com- 
munity of Goods, the holy Bliſs, called 
Signaculym orationis, none look upon 
themielves as bound to obferve them 
now, and yet all acknowledge them to 
have been the-practite of the Apo 
{'es. 

6. There are the mediatory ads, 
and miraculons a&sef Chriſt and [us 
Apofties, which none muſt, nor cat 
imitate ; all chis abundantly proves 
thar all Scripture examples do not | 
bind us to follow them. But | 

2. It the law making 1t a duty to 
foilow Examples winci gi eti 2 
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EDivine Right to Examples and nor 
barely the examples themlielves; we are 
bound to follow Chriſts example, 
not barely becauſe he did ſuch and {uch 
| things (for many things he did which Mar-11.28 
we are not bound to follow himin Jbue 2 704-2-5. 
Ibecauſe he himſe'f kath by a command !7*-2-22 


made 1t our duty to follow bim, in 
his humility, patience, ſelf-denyal, 

3. The obligatory force of exam. 
ples muſt be reſolved either into the 
moral nature of the aCtion, ora poſi- 
tive law; either from the equity and 
reaſonablenels of the thing in its own 
nature, or. becauie ( od h»th comman- 
ded ic, which is reaion fiifficient exam- 
ple in aftions r ot moral bind uot ar all, 
therefore ex:mple | inds by 'vertue of 
the morality of it; 01 3t they benot 
of a moral nature, yet if thething be 
eiſewhere ccmmanded, the «x-mple 
binds by vertue of the comrr and, the 
meekneſs, humility. faſting, rraving of 
Chriſt doe not oblige us becauſe done 
by Chriſt, for then we muſt imitate 
him in all he aid, then wemrſt ride 
upon Aﬀes, and have H.ſanra proclai- 
med before us, as' th t Þlaſphemous 
2ruker had, then we muſt taſt 40 dayes _ 
and 
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and nights, as its reported another | 
attempted to doe, but killd him 
ſelf; and' raile the dead if we can, 
as another attempted, bur in vain, 
I ſay, therefore they do not oblige 
as examples, butfor the morality 
them, or becauſe God hath com- 
manded them. We ſhould imitate 
Chriſt in humility , becauſe of the 
morality of it, and for the com- 
mand. We muſt imitate Chriſt in 
praying and faſting in che ſubſtance, 
not in the circumftance, becauſe the 
ſubſtance is commanded, not the cir- 
cumftances ; All are obliged to pray, 
but not to ſpend whole nights 1n 
prayer ; all are obliged to faſt, but 
not to faft fourty days :ndnights ; it 1s 
therefore moſt clear, that examples as 
example: do not bind, but by vertue 
of the morality and reaſonableneſs of 
the thing, or becauſe God hath com- 


Dr.Stil-}- manded them. I paſs over this, and 
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what may be ſaid of divine as, and 
divine approbation, . becauſe income 
parable Dr. $:;[l;ngfleet hath done it lo 
latisfactori!y, 
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9, I ſhall now confider what diſho= 
nowr is doneto God, and what e= 
vils and imtonventiences we doe 
bring upon our ſelves by ſin, 
which is the tranſgreſſion of Gods 


Lam. 


1, For the diſhonour done to God, 
as glorifying God-more then the en- 
Joying him for ever, though they cau- 
not be ſeparated, ſhould oblige us to 
obedience ; fo the conſideration cf the 
diſhonour done to God, ſhould be 
more prevailing to deter and keep us 
from fin, then the evils and incon- 
Veniences we bring upon our felves- 
Yet love of heaven more then love 
of God, fear of hell more then fear 
of diſpleafing God , prevails moſt 
with (ſelfiſh finful creatures. There- 
fore I ſhall confider both; and if 
theſe two will not prevail nothing 
will prevail; Will ever chat man 
be good, whom the love of God or 
hopes of Heaven will not make fo, 
or will ever that man leave his fins, 
whom the fears of Gods diſpleaſure, 
or of hell will not make doit, what 
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other Argument can we imagine 
ſhould haye- power and influence on 
men, if chele have not; if an Angel 
from Heaven, or one from the ded, 
ſhould come «nd p! each to you, wou'd 
not chelebe their argument: to pertwade 
you co forſake fin, and follow tanity, 
If you will not believe Gods word, 
you will not believe though enc ſhould 
ari;e from the dead, I ſhall conſider fin 
as it reipe&ts God firſt; there 15 more 
violence, injury, and injuſtice, offe: ed 
"to God in the tranſgreſzion of the leaſt 
.Commandement, then the worth of che 
whole creation can be able to exr1ate; 
what guilt and filthinels, and diſhonor 
to God is there then in cae greatelt fins, 
If your ations be mountains, What 
heart 1s able to comprehend the vaſt- 
neſs of monntainous {ins If footih 
jeſting, vain thoughts, raſhand cauſe- 
leſs anger, be {9 bad, whatareipeciulas 
tive yea, Practiied adulceiies, reel. 
lious thouguts, ftroward, haugaty,hite- 
ful imaginations, contempe of God, 
reproaching his word, rev1:10g and it» 
ling ac bis meſſcagers, quenc.i!ng rae 
ſpiric, think as mieanly and fhyativ of 
fin as you Will, [viow ic WILLOUT : - 1's 
T- 
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live in it without ſence, commit it 

without remorſe, yet it wruns our 
prodigious drops of ſweat from 

Chriſt, who knew nothing of the 
pollution of it, knew it onely by im- 2 np. zo, 
putatiov. Sin its enmity to God, phil.z.18 
abftracs carries eflences, its as di- Ce/-1 21- 
realy contrary to Godas any thing 7 09.14.26 
can be, wicked men are called — 
ton? , Hatery of God, enc» 

mies of thecroſs of Chriſt , enemies 

by wicked works, not to love God, 

and tranſgreſs his laws are sll one, 

Chriſt makes it all one, not ro love 

him, and not to keep his ſayingszto 

refuſe ſubjecion, and tobe enemies, 

are all one,fin makes us enemies 10 

the willof God, by rejeing his Word, 

to his Spirit by withſtanding his 0- 
pertaions; to the notions of God , 

hy diſliking and ſuppreſsing the 
chovghts , and knowl:dge of him; 

to the. righteouſneſs of God » by 

ſerting up our own works ai:d 

merits; to the ways of Gcd , by 
fulfilling our own lyſts and w ckes 

works; Enemies to the ſervants of 

God, in perſecutions, 3nd cruel 
mock- 
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ings. Sin is contrary to: God, 
and all that 1s his, contrary to his 
exiftence, and being God, ic makes 
men hate him, as he that hateth his 
Brother is a murderer, ſo he that 
hates God, may be ſaid to be a mur- 
derer of him, peccatum .eft Deicadi- 
UM : 

Sin is contrary to all Gods At- 
tributes, which are his Name; men 
are jealous of their names , Gods 
Name is Himſelf; fin makes people 
ſlight Gods goodne's, and ſeek hap- 
pineſ(s 11 the creature, depoſeth, his 
Soveraignty, fets up other Gods be- 
fore his Face, contemns his Truth, 
Pouwerand Juſtice, turns his Grace 
ito wantcnaets. 

Sin 18 contrary to whatever 1s 
dear to hum, Tot; Taws and Or- 
dinances, God never gate 'aw, but 
it hath been broken by fin, «route, 
1< the definition of 1t, yea its Calle l 
deſtroying of the law, now Gods 
Jaw the leaſt citleof ic1+ more dear 
to him than all the world, forere 
che Jeaft title of 1t (hall be broken, 
Heaven and Eaith ſhall paſs. Sin is 

con- 
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the Vhredſonableneſs of Sin: 
contrary to 'Gods Favourites, God 
hath a lictle flock upon whom he 
hath ſec his love, on theſe fin hath 
ſer its hatred, contrary to Gods [- 
mage, even in mans own breaſt, the 
law of the members fights againſt 
the law of the mind, and endeavours 
to expel it, though a min ſhould be 
damn'dforit. A man haceth him+ 
ſelfas Holy ſo far as finful. 

Is not this a warvellous great 
diſhonour to God. that his c: ea- 
rures ſhould rebel] againſt him, 
be enemies to him, hate him. re- 
fiſt 'his will, quench kis Spirit , 
ſupprels the knowledge of him , 
wiſh he were not, ſlight his good- 
neſs, contemn his power, provoke 
his Juftice, turn grace into wan- 
conne(s, break and deſtroy his I aw, 
can there be a greater affront of- 
fered to the divine Maeſty then 
this. All theſe things clearly de- 
mon*rate thar fin is a great dif- 
honour to God. Lets now con- 
fider whar are the evils and ins 
conveniences ic brings upon our 
ſelves. 

G3 1. Ig 
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1. It debaſeth and diſhonours our 
ſouls; the nobleſt creature under 
G:r.48.41 heaven, and higheſt allied, made to 
be a companion fit for God himſelf. 
Sin hath ftript us of our native ex- 
cellency, aa it did Rexben, made the 
foul 2 drudg an? ſlave to every crea- 
ture it was made to rule. Therfore 
the Prodigal 15 ſaid to ſerve ſwine, 
feed on hu+kes, every vanity maſters 
it. Therefore ſome are ſaid to be 
ſervants to wine, lervantsto riches, 
and divers luſts. Hence it is that 
ſhame attends fin, now ſhame ari- 
ſeth out of an apprehenfion of ſome 
excellencie debaſed, and by how 
much the exeellencie is greater, by 
ſo much the ſhame is greater. There- 
fore unntterable confuſion will one 
day befal finners, becauſe finis the 
detbaſement of an invaluable excel- 

tencie. 
2. It robs us of Gods: Jm'ge, 
aa ta. deprives us of the glory of God, the 
image of Gods holineſs, which is 
his beanty and ours, though man 
in inn2cency had all perfe&ions u- 
rited in him $74 «$99: mids that are 
tO 


ww 


SS 0 SS 0 WY W.. 5 YT WW 


The Unreaſonihleneſ} of Sin. 
to be found in other creatures, yer 
this was' more worth then all ; all 
the reft made him not like 'God as 
this did; yea, it hath roby'd us 


even of God himſelf ; your fins ſepa- 
rate between you and me, aud in j,,.,, 


robbing us of God, ir robs us of 
all things. 


| 3-Itispollucing and defiling, its #zect. 16. 
compared to the*blond and pol- 5. 
tution of a new-born child, before 


ic be cut, wafht or ſwadled; to 
che rottenneſs of man in his grave, 
to that. noifom ſteam and: poiſon- 
ons exhalition' which breaths from 
the mouth of open Sepulcires. Its 
compared eq - dung and garbage ; 
This pollution conſiſts i two 
things. 

+ 1. A privation of the beuuty 
which the 'hnage of God broughg 
into che ſ(ou[wichit; A non-con. 
formity co the brigheneſs and ho. 
lineſs of the Law. Sinis a fwer- 


.ving from the Law, not only as 


our rule bat beauty, fo that ic 
is the f{ait3 and pollacion of che 


fon!. 
G 3 2. 
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_ ».. A poſitive fauineſs,, introdu- 

0 cing the . ]mage, of. ſin, and Satan, 

defiledneſs, of mind and conſcience. 

Rom 5.17, One in defiles the ſoul 3 one offence 

polluted Adanrand. all; the world; 

iedefilesin an inſtant, .as ſoon ag «& 

yer it fell into Adam it ftript him 

of his glory. Its like that Poilon 

with whjeh: Nero kill d.Ger rmgnicur, 

as (Bon . as it was receiyed- It. KjlV'g 

him. This Pollution haſh, hel 
four ill qualities, ©... +, 


1. Tt5 2 deep pollurians of a ſcary 
let einftuge,' that will nog (weay our, 
2. Uaiyer(al pollutzon of, fleſh and 
ſpirit. 3 Spreading PolJution, It 
ſpreads' In.a mans lelf, {pre:ds 1c elf 
pon others. q.An eternally kijling 

ol! 'UE1ON ; 5, it's eterim micula,a ſtavt 
which gonitre, or ſoaps Or any-crea” 
ture can, waſh off, , Tt ,is poiſonous 
and deadly, it puts horrour into, the 
Law, venom. into, the. Goſpel, ha- 
6 tred into. God, fire 1nto hell, and 

hell irlto the Conſcience. 
4. It mikes us impotent. and un- 


ab'e todo any good. Our m_— 
Nn- 
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finful Rate is without any ſtrength, 
lo weak that it makes the Law. it 
ſelf weax. As unable: we are to.do 
the work of a ſpiritual life,” as a 


dead man of a natural life ;; for Eph.z.r. 
'd Rom.7.6. 


we are by nature dead in ſin, he 
under it, ' This 1s a woful aggra- 
vation of a ſtate of fin,' that a'man 
lieth in - miſchief , ' as a "carcaſs in 
rottennels and diſhonour,"'wichout 


any power to deliver himſelf. $6 2£or. 5.5 


great an impotency doth it bring, 
that- we are not ſufficient to think 
a good thing, nor able -tounder- 
ſtand a good -thing, nor compre+ 
hend the lighe when it fhines up* : 


on us. Our, tongues Unable tO 1Cor:2.14 
ſpeak good, onr ears tinable to Mat.!s 34, 
hear good, our whole man 'un21ble Jer.fat >. 


to obey. - 


5. Tt make3 us flaves, and keeps 
people in bondage. Ie ex-reiteth a 
reigning Kingly ' power ' over tho!e 
that are in a ſtate 'of Sin, they 
being agents in fin, Voltntiers un- 
dec this King ; It exerciſcth a tyran- 
nical power over converted ones, 

QG 4 taey 
oF 
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they being Patients, rather then 


Kome.:3 
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Bell, de 
tuft. lib 4. 
C 20. 
Keliſons 
ſurvey [16, 
G.C 5, 
Becanus 
Forn.1. 
8)- &, 


Agents 3 ſome ſell themſelves, and 
become willingly the ſervants of 


fin 3 ſome are in bondage to fin, 


as the creatures are to Vanity, 
not willingly, but by reaſon of his 
at, who had ſub}efted them long 
before. , Sin. exetciſeth an. arbi- 
trary power in the ſoul; its all 
will,, therefore call'd the will cf 
the fleſh, the will of the Geanriles, 
the with of; men ; for fins will and 
mans wHl-.in thoſe who are un- 
lanified, ate-all one: - Sin brings 
us under-.a; curſe, ; expoſeth to 
wrath, fights; and wars againft us; 
ie was the.firſt Founder of - hell, 


i. lid the firſt corner-ftone thereof; 
. #t hath -hurld confuhon over the 


world, brought a vanity and curie 
upon the creature. 
; 16, It Makes our-beſt things bad ; 
it doth not only cleave tg our 
n:eures, but derives venome upon 
every action: that comes from us. 
Though -we do not fay as Bel- 
larminey, Keliſon, and Becanus mil- 
report us, that the good works " 
the 
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the regenerate* are fins, and (6 
hateful ro God, which were to re- 
proach ' the ſpirit and -grace of 
Chrift by which they are wrought; 
yet to the beſt works that 'are 
done by the concurrence of our fa- 
culties 3 ſuch a vitionſneſs doth ad- 
here; ſuch ftubble '' of our own 
is ſnperinduced, that God may' 
juſtly charge us for defiling the 
grace ' he gave, and for the evil 
we mix wath them, may turn a- 
way has eyes from his own gifts 
In us.- 'Whenſoever thou art go- 
ing about any good , this evil 
will bepreſenc withthee, to derive 
a deadneſs, damp, -dujneſs, indif- 
poſedneſs, upon all thy ſervices, 
miquity: upon thy: holy things,: 
which thou ftandeſt in need of a 
Prieſt to bear fer thee, and re- 
move from thee, '1n' the Law, 
whatſoever an nncleanperſontoucht - 
it was unclean, though it was ho-| 
ly fleſh. - Snch 3s the ill quality: 
of finkul nature, that it ftainsand 
blemiſheth every good work which 
comes from it, This is that which 
in 


go 
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in thy prayers .deads thy. zeal, 
fervency., humiliation , . ſe{f-ab- 
horrence3 ,thy importunity,, faith) 
cloſe attention, cafts in 1mperti- 
nent thoughts , wrong ends, makes 
thee reſt in the work done,.never 
enquire afcer, the truth of . thine 
own heart , - Or: Gods A and 
ſuccels to hy ſervices. 


- This 1s tha which in comding 
ad hearing .Gods Word, throws 
in. prejudice, blindneſs, unbelief, 
pride, hardnels;, a grudge againſt 
the Minifſter,!-if he' preach: not 


what pleaſeth thy humor, -and ſutes 
not | thy opinions, hence proceeds 
infidelity , miſconftrugtion, : wreſt» 
ing, and ſhaping: che word to our 
ſelves. | is 


This 15 that which in thy me» 
ditations makes. thee -roving,. un- 
ſetled, driving.to no iſſue, run- 
ning into . no reokicions. of future 
obedience, in faith and holineſs. 1 
could ſhew you how it  corrupes 
our beſt faculties, fills the miad 

with 


0 Q OG ﬀ vi vuL 


the Unreaſonableneſy of Sigsr 
with. vanity, ignorance, curioficy, 


. pride, contradiction ; the conſcience 


full, of impunity ,. anſealibleneſs , 
, abſurd accuſations and excufings, 
the, will full . of .difability. . to 
oood;, yea, loathing averſation , 
enmity to goqd,.. tull, of obſt;- 
Nnacy,.,contrariety,! full of inclinz- 
rions;to- ill, . reſolution to perfift 
in,ill. Memory, unfaithful to_re- 

,tain g9od, too, tengcious of ill, 
7-..;Sin, teikgs, at, , the .life of 
Gad in nan, divine natnre ,; ho- 
linef,,: .thac. everlaſting principle 
of, grace,; which, is, ia ,the; ſouls 
of men, united, to, Chriſt. Now * 
.thav which. krikes at the life of 
God in.m1n, ,teads.. to the ,death 
.of: the ſoul; and,,this 1s fin, 'it 
_oblicerates the, celiques of the 
Life, of God za fallea man, / and 
would.; take away,, that, life . that 
15 1a.. the regenerate , . were, It 
not”, for Gods Coyenagt and Pros 

mile.) -:j 8 | | 
6 Itmakes vs like the devil, the grea- 


tex [npreſs ofholinels on the heart, 
; and 
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and the more it appears oncward* 
ly in che life, the more like God: 
-So the greater Impreſs "of tn in 
the heart, and expreflion of it in 
the life, the more like the devil. 
Sin 1s of the fame nature with the 
devil, the ſame kind of malignity 
againſt God , by fin we conſpife 
with the devil againſt Geil, Ail 
ſfinne 15 from the devil, either 
originally, ar by ' way of cauſe 
helping it forward, hence finne is 
called che work of the devil. 
All fin 15 a furthering of che King- 

eT7. 2-25, dom of the deviſ. It hath a fiic- 

Eph-4-26- ceffion by finne in' the world. Its 

Fehn 6.50 2 fulfilling the will of the devil; 
when people | finne' they think 
they fulfil cheir own wit, ' but 
they fulfil the will of the de- 
vil; by fin you turn your ſelves 
into devils; was it not fin made 
the devi) a devil. - 4hzb by' fin 
fol4 himeK, to whom could he 
by finne (ell himelf but co the 
devil. 
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9. Sin bringsa curſe upon every Deuter.a8 
thing, curſed ſhill be the earth for 25: 


thy ſake. If thou wilt not hears 
ken ro the Lord to keep his com» 
mandements, all theſe curſes ſhall 
come upon thee; yes, things thac 
are good in themſelves ſhall be 
turned into a curſe; proſperity 
which is good in it (elf, co evil 
men it is a Curſe; preſperity of 
Fooles deftroyes them. How doth 
proſperity ſlay them, by pleaſing 
their ſenſitive appetites, and lo 0- 
vercoming the power of reaſon, 
perit omne Judicium cum res tran” 
fit in effeium, violent afte&tions 
hearken not to reaſon. They make 
them food to nouriſh their lufts, 
they take off the Soul from God, 
their minds are hereby diverred 
and hindred from ſerious matters. 
Sin turns not only proſperſty, but 
the greateſt goud into the grea- 
teſt harm, the means of Grace 
and Mercys of Ged into fin, If 
thou retain the finfulzeſs of thy 
heart , the more the evil of fin 
1s diſcovered, the nigher a Mini- 
fier 
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| fevcomes to thy 'Conſcience; the 
worle thou wile be. Again, fin is 
fel-murther ; 'O Tſracl, thou haſt 
deftroyed thy felf,, he that hateth 
me loveth death ;' now to 'be your 
own deſtroyers is to fin againſt the 
Mr.Baxe. deepeſt principle 1n your natures, 
Calico the to croſs your” own intentions, to 
vaconyer- do more againſt your ſelves then 
red, earth and hell can do ; tobe falſe to 
the truſt God hath repoſed in 
you, to forbid all others to pi- 
ty you; 1t will aggravate your 
torments in he!l: Sin binds us o- 
ver to puniſhment, the tranſgreſ(- 
fing of Gods Law is recampenced 
with puniſhment. Puniſhment as 1e 
relates to fin, takes inſeveral thing:, 
borch with reipet to God and 

man. 
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1. With reference t> God who 
comm-nds 5- Ir includes theie 
things; 

I. A vill to which the a&tons 
of the ſub e& muſt conform, re- 
vealed and {ignified under the no- 
tion of 2 Law, fora Lawis a decla- 
Cation 
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ration of Gods Will, concerning 
matters to be done or left un- 
done. 

2, Juſtice, which wills the pu- 
niſhmene of the tranſgreffors of this 
Law. -/, 

3. A power, which is able to pur 
In execution G_— decrees, 
and fo puniſh the offender. 

2. On the part of che ſubje& 

commanded. 

1. Reaſon and free-will Origt- 
nally, without which there can be 
no fin. Mans lofs of his free-wilj 
doth not make void Gods com. 
mand, Originally God made no 
Law to bind under pain of fin, but 
that unto the obedience whereof 
he gave reaion and free-will. 

2. There 1s a debt and obliga- 
tion, either by voſuntary fubjeCti- 
on, as man to man, or natural, as 


.the creature to God, or both ſeal» 


ed and acknowledged in the. Cove- 
nant between God and man. 

3. A forfeiture, guilt and de- 
meric upon the violation of chat 


Law. 
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4. The evilic ſelf inflifted where 
we may conſider, 1, The nature and 
quality of it, which is to have a 
deftrutive power, to oOppreſs 
and diſquiet the offender , violate 
the tranquillicy of his well-being ; 
for as ſin is a violation offer*d by man 
£o the law, ſo punifhment isa viola- 
tion retorted from the law to man, 
. 2. Proportioning the puniſhment 
to the nature and degree of the of- 
fence, the meaſure of this muſt ta 
taken from the Majeftie of God of- 
fended, excellency of thelaw viola- 
ted, quality of the creature offen- 
ding, eaſyne(s of Primitive obedi- 
ence, unprofitableneſs of the wayes 
of in, 

3- The end of puniſhment, 
which 1s not the deftrution of the 
creature,whom as a creatiire God 
lovech, bur the ſatisfaftion of ju- 
ſtice, the declarzcion of divine dil- 


Dr. $t1it- Pleaſure againk fin, the manifeſtation 


lirg.ag« 
Crelius 


of the glory of his power and ter- 
ror. 


New theſe puniſhments are either 
Spirin= 
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Spiritual, Temporal,or Eternal: 


I. Temporal, and- thele either 

without or within. 

i. Without a man. 

I. The vanity of the creature, 
which was at firſt made full of 
beauty and goodneſs, but now 
mourn and groan under the 
bondage of our fins. 

2e.. Wrath of God, revealing it 
ſelf from Heaven , Curſe of 
God overgrowing the earth, 

2. Within a man, the Harbin- 
gers and Forerunners of death, 
nckneſs, pain, poverty, reproach, 
fear, after all death itſelf, 

II. Spiritual, theſe are three- 

fold. 

1, Puniſhment of loſs, ſeparation 
from favour and fellowſhip 
with God , expulſion from 
Paradiſe, the ſeat of Gods 
Preſence and Love, 

2, Puniſhment of ſenſe, imme- 
diate ftrokes of Gods wrath 
on the ſoul ; wounds of con- 
ſcience, tafts of vengeance, 

which 
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which wmpriats on the foul 
tremblings , fears, amaZe- 
ments. 

- £ 
Puniſhment of ſig with ſinne, 
when God in anger forſakes 
the foul, giveth it over to 

| thephrenſie and fury of lift, 
the rage ahd revenge of Sa- 
tan, letting men alone to joyn 
themſeives to idols, and to be- 
lieve lies, this God doth theſe 
ways. 


1. Defſerendo, by forſaking them, 
that is, taking away his abuſed gifts, 
ſubſtrating his deſpiſed grace, 
calling in his grieved fpirit, remo- 
ving his Candlefick, filencing his 
Prophets. 


2. Pirmittends, he ſuffers wick- 
ed men) to walk in their own ways, 
becauſe they like not to retan 
him in their knowledge, nor to 
live by his Precepts, therefore 
leaves them to themſelyes and their 
own will, 

| 3. Ms 
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. 3» Media - diſpenendo, ordering 
means, propounding obje&ts, nor. 
only ro try, bue puniſh the wick- 
edneſs of men, and bring abou 

his own purpoſes, out of the ſins 

of men. Ne accompliſhed his un- 

changeable counſel] , out of the 

conſpiracy. of Hered, Pilate, and 

the nn. Its a moſt excellenc 

ſpeech of Sajnt . Au- 

guſtine z The Lord in- Dens inclitat volun« 


- : taies quacungque volue- 
clineth the wills of mens 8 bane: 9v0 


wbither vever pleaſcth miſericordia , five ad 
bimg whether unto goods mala pro meritis, Judi- 
out of his mercy, or cio utigue ſus aliguands 
unto evil out of their nur ing Wow gr _ 

os wo utto, ufte, no 
_ , ſo a by er patientiam tanun, 
bis manifeſt , ſome ſed per potentiam. Aug- 
times ſecret z but al= Con, Jul. lib, 5. cap. 
ways righteous Fudg* 3» 
ments and this is not : 
by his Patience only, but by bis 
Porer., 

4.Perverſas voluntates non invitas 
fletendo, ſed ſprutaneas & ſno impe- 
tu faciles ulterius Satane precipitans 
dat tradcndogby giving over pervert, 

H 2 wilful 
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wilful-- rebellieus ſinners to the 
rage and” will of Satan, to hurry 
chem ' at lis 'pleature ro furthe 
wickednels, S 


3. The puniſhment of fin is e- 
ternal, the Jait diy 15 an eſpecial 
manner caiPd a day of wrath, be- 

. c:uſe- then Cod heaps trealures,” 
ſtorms and tempeſts; this wrath of 
God 1s of all] other moſt iniup- 
portable. 'n regard of the Au- 
tho”,,.K.comes from God, and in 
its own nature, its moſt heayy and 
invincible; Gods wrath is ſo hea- 
Vy, .taat it exciudes the ſtrength 
of -natire to oveicome it; to 1n- 
finite, that it excludes che hope 
of nature to eſcape it; Gods Ju 
Pice being infinite, the vioiztion 
thereof in fin miſt need: - contra 
an infinitedemerit and debt; now 
the 1-tisfa&1on of an infinite debt 
in'!! needs be infinite, either in 
degrees ; but this man cannot ſvt- 
ſc,, becan'e a finire veſſel 3s not 
able go hold an infinite wrath, or 
Infiniceneſs of worth, in the pe-fon | 
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| that original fin is no fin, fory ſay 8; 
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atisfying ; this 1; che reafor why 
Chriſt did uoct-luffer infinitely-in 
time, 'becaule of the infinite exs 
cellency of his perion, or for de- 
teft of this infiaiteneſs of cime , 
thus rhe damned ſuffer in hell. 


"10, 7 now proce-d to thaſt Thfe- Uſes. 
' rences and Uſes whith flow from 
nl * Bas Sor ptures 


I, Is fla the tranſprefion of Gods Irf.1, 
Law, then its not fias berng volans 
tary or involuntary, that niakes it 
to befin, bur: che cranigrefitoa of 
Gods Law. - If we break Gods Gom- 
mandemenes, ' whether it be know= 
ingly or 1gnorantly, with or: a- 
gainſt our wills, weſin ; for” ſm"is 
the tranſgreſſiion of a Law,” there- 
fore original fin, 'though in fome 
ſenſe it be involuntary, yet icbeing 
a-want of that ref&itude therkaw ** 
of God requires, it is*finful/ Phe 
Pelagians will needs perſwade”u3' 


they, chat which is nattiral , nevet- 
fary, and unavoidable, cannot be fi, 
H 3 now 


9 See Mr. 
Barxt-yy 
divincliſe. 
601.91, 
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now original fin is natural, and 
unavoidable, therefore no ſinne, 
Again, they ſay that which is 
not voluntary , cannot be finful; 
Original fin 1s not volnntary. In 
anſwer to this I ſhall lay down 
thele Propotitions. 

1. We muſt take the meaſure 
of fin from Gods Law; for the 
ratio formalis, the formality of fin 
lieth in its want of conformity, 
or contrariety to Gods Law, Ther- 
fore or1ginal fin, though it be na- 
tural, neceſſary and unavoidable , 
yer becauſe its a want of confor- 
mity to Gods Law, it is fm. The 
Law is a Law to our Natures 2s 
well as life. If our Ni:tures be 
vitiated, and want that reftitude 
the Law requires, they are ſinful, 
to ſay our natures are indifferent 
to goad or evil, js to contradi 
common experience : . * Agual fin 
is commonly confeſſed and fhews 
it (elf, and © doth original fin in 
our proneneſs to atual, andin the 
earlineſs and commonneſs of ſuch 
evil jochin: tions, and in the rem- 
nants 
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nants of ic which the ſan&ified fee), 
though they are ſuch as were ſan- 


' EGihednever fo carly, before aftual 


fin had cinK to breed choſe evil ha- 
bits, which therefore certainly were 
born with us, 


2. Original ſin is not neceſſary 
to the Nature in it ſelf confider- 
ed, but co the nature as proceed- 
ing from Adam; for Adam had 
free-will, aid we in him, and what 
was to him ſinful, is ſo to us, be- 
cauſe we all were one in him. That 
which is n1tural or neceſſary, may 
be coniidered two ways; A primt- 
tive and created, or conſequent 
#nd. c mtrated ; Its: n>t the 'ha- 
ter but. the former , makes a 
thing not ſinful. Bic original fin 
is not natural and necefſary; If 
you relpe&t man _in.his primiire 
ſtate, for God m:de RO 
but this nec.ſlicy 1s - confequen- 


tial z and Ctntrafted:; which doth 
not make \Lit- ceaſe to te fin- 
full. Fs | 
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'. 3. The finfulneſs of a thing is 
grounded on its diſproportion. to 
the Law of God, not to the will 
of man; which Law 'of God re- 
quires firength. as well as. will to 
do what it requires, If there be 
not doing as well as willing good, 
the Law 1s tranſgreſt, 

4. Original .fin is ſyo modo vo- 
luntary, becauſe brought in by that 
will which is originally ours, For 
this 1s a true. rule jn Divinity, 
Voluntas capitis. totins nature vo 
Iantas reputatur, 'that Adams will 
was | the will of all 'mankinde 
Fherefore-this fin being vohuntar y 

: 3n him, and hereditary to: us , is 
efteem'd in ſome fort. voluntary 
to +115 allo, :Original fin, chough 

"to 'perſons :itibe not, yet to the 

/nature it ..was - voluntary, and to 
-the perſons. 1n+ Adam, as in their 

common father, for with chem, 

- other wiſe then in him, -no-Covenant 
£ould' be made; and ever in hu- 

- mane Laws the a&s of. Parents 
can gircum(cribe their children. 

Inf.2.” 5 2, Is finne the tranſgreſſion of 
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Gods Law? Then th: Goſpel 
doth nor rake away the obliga- 
tion of the Law, nor give us a 
diſpenſation to- tranſgreſs ic 3 If lo, 
ic would give vs a diſpenſation 
ro fiv, for ſinis the tranſgreſſion 
of the Law. Bur the Go; el gives 
no man' a diſpenſation 'to ſin, ard 
cranſgreſs -Gods Law. T herefore 
our Saviour ſaith, Fe came ot t0 
deſtroy the Law, but ro fulfil it 3 
and therefore in his Sermon on 
the Mount, 'he doth not only ex- 


- Plain bur reinferceth it; St. Paul 


tells us, that faith is ſo far trom 
making void, that it eftabliſhech 
the Law; and in his Epiſtle to 
the Galathians ; that the Law 1s 
not againft the Promiſes, neither 


. doth the Promiſes make void the 


Law. "True it is, that Chriſt is 
the end of the Law, and thac belie_ 
vers are not under the Law, but un- 
der grace; yer it is as tr.e, that 
Chriſt came no: co deſtroy the Law, 


and thar-no jot no- tirtle thereof 


{tall fall ro the S:'onnd. We are 
not under the Law for Juſtifica- 
tion 


Mat. $- 9. 


Rom.3-3t 
Gal.3, 


Reynolds 
wpIn Rom, 
7,9 pag. 
I4F. 
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tion of our perſons, as Adm, or for 
ſatisfa&tiou of Juliice, as thoſe that 
periſh;but we are gnder icas adocy. 
menr of obedience, and a rule of li- 
ving.It is now prbi;ſhed-from Mount 
Sjon, as a law of liberty, and a new 
law, not as a law of Condemnation 
and Bondage. 

The obediercce thereof js not re- 
moved, bur the ciſobedience thereof 
3s pardoned, and curcd, neceflary is 
the obſervat en thereof ar a fruit of 
Faith, not as a condition of life, or 
righteouſn [s,neceſſary it is,n:ceſ5i- 
tare Prec pti,asa thing commanded, 
the tranſgreſ-ing wherof is in curing 
of ſin, not yeceſ5it ate w dif gas a ftrict 
and indiſpenſable mean of falvation, 
the tranſgreſgion whereof is a pc- 
remp'ory obligation to death, We 
a:e indeed by Chriſt brought from 
under the law, butnot as the rule of 
life, but we are freed from it on 0- 
ther sccounts, as from the gu-lt and 
damnation that we incurr by tranſ- 
greſsing it; from the law as a cove- 
nant of righteouſn. ſs, we exp:amg 
juſtification from him who is che 
Lord 
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Lord our righteouſnels, from the ri- 
gour of the law, from the curle of 
the law, Chriſt being made a curſe 
for us; from che effe&s of the ſpirit 
of bondage which come along with 
the law; Iw ill mention three etfe&s. 

1 To manifeſt tothe conſcience 
that a man is in a damned deiperate 
condition,inſtead hereof with Chriſt 
comes the f{pirit of Adoption, and 
2 found mind, which ſaith unco the 
ſoul, chat God 13 our Salv.ition. 

2. Toſtop the mouth, drive out 
of Gods preſence, leave utterly-in- 
excuſlable, that a man ſhall have no- 
thing to alledge, why the curſe 
ſho 11d not be poured out 3 intlead 
whereof, we havein Chriſt, free ap- 
proach into Gods preſence, ſpirit of 
(upplication, and leave co plead in 
Gods Court of mercy. 

3.To terrifie and affrighe the foul 
with a fearful! expectation of hery 
wrath, in Read whereof the foul 15 
calmed with a ſpiricual ſerenicy and 
peace, which 1s the beginning of 
Gods Kingdom, crowned with the 
;oy of faith, firſt frufes of the = 

whic 
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which is the earneſt of our inhE- 
ritance, from the effe&3 of the 
ſpirit of bondage we are freed by 
Chriſt, we are freed frotff the 1r- 
ritating and proveking power of 
the Law; reſtraint heightens de- 
fire, and \in takes occaſion by the 
Law. Thus the Law is ſaid to 
ſirengthen ſin, not-per ſi, our of 
the intention of the Law , but by 
accident per antiperiſtaſin, exciting 
and provoking that ftreagth which 
is in fin. | 

3- Is fin the tranſgreſſion ofa 
Law? then by ' the Law comerh 
the knowledge of fin. I had not 
knorenluſt, unleſs the Liw had ſid, 
Thou ſhalt ' not covet, reaum eft ſui 
index ® oblinui 3 we muſt know 
what is good and bad by t11s Stan- 
dard; Ignorance of the Law makes 
pou cunceic themſelves , and 
works very good, when they, are 
mayvellous bad. This was Saint 
Pl; caie, waefrhe lived after the” 
ſtricteſt lore of the: Phariſees , fin 
was dead-, he- eftezmed himlelf 
blameleſs ; but ' whet the Com- 
mand- 
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mandment came, an! diſcoveredits 
own'{pirituaineſs,and the c:rnalneſs 
of his performances, removed his 
cartaiPd glofſes, and preſumpruous 
prejudices, the law opened to him 


 the- ino:i dinatenels of natural con- 


Ccupiicence, ſhewed how the lealt a- 
tome of 1in fpots the ou}; the ſmal. 
leſt omiſſh-n qualifies for Hell, rakes 
the con'cience ſee thoſe infinite 
ſparkles and (warms of luſt, tht riſe 
out of the heart; that God 1s all eye 
to lee, and all fire to contume every 
unclean thing, that the leaſt fin can- 
not be expi:ted withour the blood 
of Chriſt; to the 1aw belongs the 
conviction, of fin, and that mn 
che whole compals of evi! that is in 
it; a meer natural hight will never 
thus far convince a man;ivdeed ſome 
things nature it lelfis ſufficient to 


Ads 19.2 
Rom. 2.45 


teach, God may be felt and found Titxs 1. 


out in ſome len'e by thoſe that 1g- 
norantly worſhip him, nature dorh 
convince people that they are not fo 
good as they ſhould be; much of the 
law js written in the hearts of thoſe 
who know nothing ofthe letter of jt. 
Idle- 


12, 13. 
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nefs, Beſtiality, Lying, Luxury, the 
Cretian Poet could condemn in his 
own country-men, drinking of 
healths,zd plenos calices, by meaſure 
and conſtraint, condemg'd by the law 
of a heathen Prince, and that in his 

Juxurie; but theſe remnants cf na- 

cure in the hearts of men, are like 

blazes and glimmerings of a candle 

ima ſocket, there is mach darkneſs 
mingled with it.Natural light with- 

out the law doth not con-ince clear- 

ly, univerſally and effe&ually, 

I. Becauſe itdoth not c:rry 2 
man. to the root, Alam. finz Saint 
Paxl confeſſerh this could not be 
learnt wichourt the law; meer na- 
ture will never teach a man to feel 
the weight and curſe of a fin come 
mieced 5 chouſand years beforehim- 
ſelf was born, to feel che ſpirits of fin 
ruaning in his bloud, and ſprouting 
out of hisn'tu:e into his life; it was 
more then nature brought forth, 
chat confeſſion, I was born in fin. 

2. Coifupted nature cannot en- 
dure ro look ona. the light, but ha- 
tcth it, t ough it hattrthe law to 
heip 
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help ic in the; diſcovery, yet it will nor 
make uſe of c, and will ic doe it with- 
out the law, it »cannot -endure a 
chrougn ſcrutinie and rarfacking;' 
when it looks on the law its through 
the miſts of its own laſts, and there- 
foie cannot bur wreſt and torture 
it to his own way; that ſ-nſe ofthe 
law is trueſt which moſt reſtrains rtby 
corrupt humovr, and crofies the 
imainations of thy fleſhly reaſon. 
There is a g-eat concrariety between 
corrupted nature and the Jaw the 
law is perfe&, rigbe,pure, ſure, faith. 
ful, holy, uſt, f; iritual, lively, opera. 
tive, but men by nature are Unfikethis, 
degeners'e, crooked, wavering, un- 
faichſul,dece'ving, & being deceived, 
unholy,carnal,;mpure,fleſhly minde@s 
drad, reprobate to every gaod work- 
3, Natural light is ſo darkened, 
corrupted, viciated, and infitua- 
re), chat ic ſometimes counts evil 
go'd and good evil, puts lighc for 
darkneſs, and darkneſs for light, and 
ſom times perſwades a man chat he is 
in the right way,when che end chere. 
of will be che iſſues of death ; 
l that 
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chat he is rich and hath need of 
nothing, when in the mean time 
he 1s miſerable, poor, blind and 
naked; that he is humble, meek, 
mortify'd, charitable , whey its 
quite contrary. Plato's commu. 
nity, Ariſtotl.*s Urbanity and Mag- 
nanimity, Cicero'S blinding the 
eyes of the Judges, the Stoicks 
Apath:e; the ſullenneſs of | thoſe 
rigid Heathens, that pull'd out 
their eyes that they might be 
chaſte, and kilPd themſelves to be 
rid of ill times. Theſe are but 
filthy and finful in Gods fight, 
Again, 1f natural light were ſuf. 
ficient, the Law of God, and the 
Spirits illumination were ſuper- 
fAuous; its not natural light, but 
theLaw of God muſt; convince of 
{in effefually. 

4+ Is ſinne the tranſgreflion of 
2 Law, then have an eye to the 
Law; when you are tempted to 
ſinne, and Jer that reſtrain you, 
When thou art tempted' to drun. 
kennels, whoredom, theſe, lying, 
Sabbath-breaking, or the hke ; con- 
: figer 


TY 


 # & Di MA I ©... 


PR 


The Unreaſonabl eneſs of Sins 
fider withthy (elf, theſe are nnni- 
ſet tranſpgreſtions of the law of 


God; and'how can I doe fuch chings, - 


and fin againftGad?the law hath two 
principal uſes for which it ſerves. 
I; It hathrationem ſpeculi,itis as 2 
glaſs ro manifeft and diſcover fin 
and deagh. The law firſt corivinceth: 
the-conſtience of its own widenefs, 
aS David faith, Thave ſeen an end of 
all perfeGqions but thy law is exceeding 
broad, and then reveals the compals 
of ſin, the wideneſs and falthineſs of 
finis diſcovered3 by its diſpropor- 
tion to the purity ofthatholy Law. 
2. The law hath rationem frani, 
& regulz, to cohibite and reſtrain 
from fin, and to order the life of 
min. Make uſe of the [aw as a look- 
ing-glafs to ſee your freckles and de- 
formities'for your humiliation, and 
as a School-mafter to grive you to 
Chriſt. Make uſe of it asa curb, and 
ſer before your eyes thethreats of ir, 
careſtrain you from fin. Make uſe of 
as a rule, and. fet before your eyes 
the promiſes, co engage you to obe- 
dience, 

J 5. Is 
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5. Is fin the tranſgrefſion ofthe 
law? this ſhews then the ignorance 


| and abſurdity of thoſe men, who 


cry down preaching the law, as a 
courſe tending co deſpair and dif- 
content; how can we tell peopie of 
their ſins and tranſgreſtions, but by 
the law, for fin 1> the tranigreſsion 
of thelaw; how can we convince of 
duty or diſobedience but by thelaw, 
whici ſhews us what is good and 
what 15 evil. To preach the law aJone 
by it ſelf, I confefs is to pervert 


| the uſe ofit, we have no power or 
 commiſsion fo to doe, for we have 


our power for edification andnoe for 
deftrution, it was puhlifked as an 
appendant to the Goſpel, and fo it 
maſt be preached,it was publiſhed in 
the hand of a mediator, it mnſt be 
preacht in the hand of as mediator. 
Bur yet we muſt preach the law,and 
that in its own fearful ſhapes, for 
though it was publifhed inmercy,yet 
it was Publiſhed with thunder, pe 
cempeſts. This is the method of the 
Holy Ghoft to convince firſt of fin, 
then £0 reveal righteouſneſs and re. 
fuge 
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fuge in Chriſt, The law is thefore- 
rubner, that makes room, and pre” 
Pares welcome in che ſoul for Chriſte 

The reaſon 1s, becauſe people :re 
ſo wedded co their fns, that they 
muſt be brought co extremities be- 
fore they will forſake lin, and accept 
of mercy Md men muſt be bound 
before they be cured,(o 2re men in 
their Iufts, fit for Bedlam ; the lave 
muſt hamper and ſhue chem vp, be. 
fare the Goſpel and the Spiric of 11- 
berty be welcome to them. Nw 
this is Gods re:dJution to humble 
the foul ſo low, till ic can in 
truth and ſeriouſneis bid Chriſt 
welcome tipo any conditi- 
ons . f 


Is fin the trafiſgreſ:ion of Gods 7;f.6, 


law? then this is the 1eaſon why 
God ſo much hates it, and to ſe- 
verely puniſherth ic; its the cran(- 
oreſsion of his law, it i> an affrenc 
to hisMajefly,contradifting h.s wall, 
queſtioning his aucho: icy . oppoling 
his Sover21gnty;thoſe who a' e blind 
andpartia\ doe not tee the exceeding 
I 2 an 
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finfulneſs of fin. They think Mini- 

ters beſides themſelves when they 
are ſo bitter againſt ſin, and count it 
malice, nd that they hyperbolize, 
when they reprefent fin in ſuch a 
miſhapen, filthy dreſs, they are rea» 
dy to accnſe God of teo much ſe- 
verity , his laws of too much ri- 
gour, and wonder he ſhould ſen- 
tence finners toeternal death, They 
doe not Cconfider what a haifjons 
thing itis to tranſgreſs the Holy 
Juſt 2nd Good laws of an infinite 
Majeſtie, and refuſe ſubjeRion to 
their Creator. 

7. Is fin the eranſgrefsion of 
Cods law? Then learn from hence 
how to Judge of your ations, let 
not cuſtom, carnal reaſon, intereſt 
prejudice, be your guide, in indging 
of your own and others aQtions,bur 
the law of God that way be a neceſ- 
ſary duty, which the worJd counts a 
fanlt, and that may be » hainous im- 
piety, Which che world calls. civis 
lity. 

, 8, Hence you may ſee the reaſon 
why every fin deferves death, be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe its a tranſgre:Sing Gods law, 
which hath a condemning as well as 
commanding power, it curfeth and 
condemn's every one that continu- 
eth. not in all things wriccea in the 
law to doe them. Ga/l.3.10.I doenot 

ſay, every one that doth acuall 
trangreſs Gods law, ſhall be a&ual- 
ly curſed and coademned,but he de- 
ſerves it and ſhall be condemned, it 
not pardoned and Juftified through 

Chriſt. 

9, Is fin the tranſgreſsion of Gods 
law, then wonder not at the care 
and circumſpeion of the Saints and 
Servants of God, why they ſec 
bounds 'and limits to themlelves, 
its for fear they tranſgrels Gods 
law, this is the reaſon why chey ſec 
a watch before the door of their lips, 
they are afraid of offending with 
their tongues. This is the reaſon 
hy they make a covenant with 
heir eyes, its for fear of cranſgre {- 
ng Golds law by lufting after a 

aid in their hearts. This was the 
eaſloa why Foſeph avoided the 
ompany of his Miftreſs, far fear of 
I 3 finning 
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finning againſt God, 'This was the 
reaſon of Solomogs caution Prov, 5. 
8.Come not nigh the door of a whores 
bouſe. It was to prevent the dat- 
ger of ſin. Hence it 15 we have ſo 
many cautions againſt i] company, 
Prov. 4+ 14+ Enter not to the path 
of the wicked, gre nt into the way of 


' evil men, avoid it, paſs not"by it, 


turn from it; this reaſon of this cau- 
tion is for'ſear of infeftion,and being 
tempted to fin. We miſt avoid all 
needlels ſociety with finners,fer fear 
ofbeing led into fin, 

Is fin the tranſgreſsion of Gods 
law? Then ſtand in awe and finnot; 
abſtain from evil,and doe good. | 
iniquity be in thy hand put it far 


from you: To perſwade you to this, 


Conkder 


1. What a kind of law itis that is 
violated. Sin is the violation of: 
law which is holy, juſt, and good 
Tts holy fit to confoim us to the ] 
mage of God, Juſt fit to arm us 
gainſt the wrath of God, and Good 
fit to prelent us unto the preſence 

: 6 pro 
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and fruition of God. A Law which 
is rightegus and reaſonable ; The 
greateſt part, if nor all the Deca- 
logue is founded on the Law of 
Nature. 

5, Whnt is it you have to ob- 
jet againſt the Law of God, ſee- 
ing thereis but one firſt cauſe, and 
infinite being; the true and living 

. God, who hath made the world and 
you, andupholds you, who alone 


-cin ſatisfie and ave you, why fhovid 


you think. of having any 'echer 
gods, | 


This ſhews the Equity of the firſt 
Commandme: wt. | | 
Cons. 1. Thou” ſhalt have yo owber 
gods before me 5, Seeing God 15'2n in- 
viſible: infinice, and eternal ſpi- 
rit, and cannoc be defcribed by any 
Image, and ſeeing it is ficting he 
ſhould p-eſcribe his own worthip, as 


knowing what is moſt acceptable to 


himſelf, Why ſhould we mike Ima» 
ges, which 'ar2 doArines of lies, or 
worſhip him: by Tmges, or any 0- 
ther way contrary to his ward, _ 


I 4 This 
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| This ſhes the iniquity. of trauſ- 
 greſsing, the Second. ., © 


Com. 2. Thou ſhalt not make unt® 
thy ſelf any eraveny, Oc. Seeing God 
1s a great God, and Jeajous of his 
Namez:and his Name'heing ſo glo- 
rious and, fearful, why. ſhould we 
profane . and abuſe it, by' an un- 
{caſonable uſe. of it in ordinary dif- 
courſe; by.an arreverent uſe of it in 
Holy. things ; and by: yaig, and pro- 
fane (wearing by It. 


Tot third Commandement is they c- 
fore very reaſonable. ; 


COM. Zo, Thow ſhalt not take the 
Name of :,the Lord thy God in vain, 
far the Lord ll nothold him_guilt- 
/:ſ5- Seeing; naturs.ie ſelf diftates 
that God 1s.to. be worthipped, and 
rhat tome; conſiderable: time 15 to be. 
ſent in his worſhip,andfeeing he who 
1s [ ord: of time, and-of ourlives, 
might have challenged. @&patts of 7, 
why ſhould we deny him what he re- 
, QUITES? 
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quires, ſeeing he'raighr have requi-' 
red-more,and we having more reaſon 
chen che Jews togive him a ſeventh 
part of time, the work of redempti- 
on: being ſuperadded to the worke 
of - Creation, This ſhews what a 
great fin it is to profane the Sabbath, 
by idleneſs, or doing -that which is 
in 1t-(elf finful, by oniGion or care- 
leſs performance of Sabbath-day du- 
ties, or by unneceſſary thoughts, 
words, or works, ' about worldly 
imp@ynments and recreations. 


Tow *foe the reaſonableneſs of the 


i fourth Commandement « 


CoT.'4- Remcmber the Sabbath» 
ay 2 16: keep itt Holy, Confhide: 
riag that. God ati ordained that- 
ſome ſhould be in authority, ſome 
live. in ſubje&ion,andhumane ſociety 
cannob -be maintained without it; 
why. ſhould we break - order, and 
bring confuſion intothe world, by 
diſhonouring and difobeying our 
Parents,whether natural, civil or {a- 
cred, confidering that obedience to 

X; our 
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our Parents. cends not only. to the 
Jengthening.out. of the life cf that 
ſociety in waich we are imbodyed, 
bac of our own lives and proſperity, 
without this our: lives and fortunes 
would be at the merey of thoſe who 
had moſt might, ,.and not tho(e thie 
have'moſt right, . The fifth Com- 
mandement ; as: your intereſt -cyery 
Way. F =. 


Com. $, Hhuowr thy father. and 
thy mother, that thy days,&c. ®' 


Confidering that man was made 
sfcer Gods own Image,and our lives 
being ſo precious, that all that a 
man hath he will give for his life ; 
The reverence we ſhould. have of 
the Image of Godn others,and that 
rooted p. inCiple of felf-love in our 
ſelves, ſhould oblige us to uſe all 
lawful endeavours, to Preſerve our 
own life, and the life of our neigh- 
bours, yuu fee the righteouſneſs 
and reaſonableneſs of che fixth Come 
mandTrent. | 


Com. 
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Com. 6, Thou ſhalt not kill. 

Conſidering chat God at fir 
made man male and female, and 
created but one woman for Adew3 
and ſeeing our members are the 
members of Chriſt, why ſhould we 
fin againſt our own bodies, and make 
them the members of a Whore. 
Conſidering alſo rhat married per- 
ſons arenot only by the Law of God 
2nd Nature, but by a voluntary 
League and Covenant oblig'd to 
one another,arenot all otherLeagues 
abominable, There is therefore ne- 
thing of unrighteouſneſs and rigour 
in the ſeventh Commandment. - 


Com. 7. Thou ſhalt not commit A-= 
dultery. ! 


Conſidering that by the Laws of 
God and man, every one hath a 
right to hiseftate and poſſeſſhons; it 
mukt needs be a price of injury and 
injuſtice, toſteal.. All Nations ac- 
knowledge the equity of the eighth 
Commandment, 


Com. 
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Com. 8. Thu ſhalt not ſtcal, 


Seeing a good Nameis more con- 
fiderable theo riches, and falſhood 
and lying lo contrary to that eſſen- 
tial Axtribate in God, his truth, and 
deftroys the end of ſpeech, and fo 
injurious both to God, and man, 

- you will not queſtion the equity of 
that law, | 


Com. 9. Thou ſhalt nut bear falſe 
- witneſs againſt thy neighbour. 


* Confidering that the onely wile 
God” knows that we have need of 
food and rayment, and will not deny 
us that which he giveth to ravens 
and lillie;, and ſeeing be knows 
_ what is firteſt for us, why ſhould we 
diſcover diftrirft of Gods promite, 
and providence, *diſcyntentment 
with our condition, an envious ſpi- 
Tit, inordinatene's of deſire, by co- 
veting what 15 another mans, This 
ſhews the reaſonableneſs of the tenth 
Commandement. 

Com, 
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Com. 10.Tbox ſhalt not covety&c. 


Some Divines ſay, that nine of 
the ten Commandements are foun- 
ded upon the law of Nature, and 
that natnral realga without re- - 
velation would have breught us - 
to the knowledge of them. Thole 
ſeven Precepts of the Sons of Noah, 
which are theſe 1. The Precept to 
renounce Idols and all Idolatrous 
worſhip. 2. To worſhip the erue 
God, the Creator of. Heaven and 
Earth. 3. To commit no murder. 
4+ Detettio nuditatumgnotto be de- 
filed with fornication, inceft, or 0- 
ther unlawful conjunftion. 5. A- 
22inft rapine, theft and robbery- 
6. Concerging Admiaiſtration of 
Juſtice: 7. Mcmbrum de viro, lo they 
call the Precept of not eating fleſh 
with the blood. Theſe Precepes 
moſt of them are the ſame in ſub- 
ftance with the Commandewents, 
and moſt if not all founded on the 
law of Nature, the reaſonableneſs of 
which was diſcerned by natural 


lighe, 
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light. Many ſay that the fourth Com- 
mandment only 1s poſitive, but its 
not alcogerhec pefitive, Its partly 
natural, fartly moral, parily cere- 
monial. 

T hat ſome confiderable part of 
time ſhould be ſpent in the ſervice 
of God that is natural, that a ſe. 
venth part of time thats moral poll. 
tive, that the ſeventh more then the 
the firſt or fecand, that is Cere- 
wonial. The tradition of the ſeventh 
Cay, ſaith By. Uſher in his Letter to 
Dr. Twſ;, was not of Moſes, burof 
che fathers, and did not bez in wich 
the Commonwealth of 1/-:el , but 
was deriv'd to all Nations by lineal 
deftcenc from the fons of N-2b. Thoſe 
Heathens that were ftrangers tothe 
Commonwealth of 1/7:e! , though 
chey made not the ſeventh day a Fe_ 
ſival as the Tews, yet did they attri- 
bu teſowehclin-is to it, and gave it 
a pecul ir honour 2bove the gther 
daysof the week; this pe: haps mighc 


be in imitation of the Jew:, as Joſe» 


pbas ſaith. You ſee what an eſteem rhe 
very Heathen; had of che ——_ 
an 
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and (hall not we who profeſs Chri- 
ſianity, have an honourable eſteem 
of the Lords day. To & Jewifh and 
ſuperſticious obſervation of che Sab- 
bath , 1do not perſwade you, mat- 
ters of neceſſity, and matcers of 
mercy, to men or brutes, ougbe to 
be done on the Sabbath ; F would 
have none inſlav'd to their own con- 
ceit, and worlbip imaginations, leſt 
they meet with the, miſchance that a 
Jewbad, who fell into a Jakes at 
Tewksbury, inthe reign of Henry the 
third on a Saturday, who for fear of 
polluting the holineſs of the day, 
refuſed to be drawn 'out, the Magi» 
frate hearing of it, commanded they 


ſhould let bim lie the next day too 


far the honour of the Lords day the 
Chriſtian Sabbach, ' Some bring in 
the Jew ſpeaking thus to thoſe that 
would have helpr him out. 


Sabbata ſanta eologde ftercore ſargere 
| nolo. 


Thonour only Sabbaths reſt; 
1 will not tiſe from my foul Neſt. 


Thiej 
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[They bring in' the Chriftian Ma" 
giſtrate replying| thus. | 


 "Sabbata nIffa quidem Solomon ce- 
Iebrabis ibidemr.” 
: O'Solomon becauſe you are wiſe, 
' And" for the S2hbath ſo preciſe, 
': Left from your boly rule you wervez 
"You ſhall our Sabbath too obferve- 


Hononr the Chriftian Sabbath, 
do noe 7dolize it, ſerve God'-ſeri- 
ouſly and fincerely, but be nctfu- 
perſtitious, ' keep it like a facred 
Feſtival, not as a faſt. Youſee the 
righteouſneſs and / reaſonableneſs of 
Gods law, therefore doe not tran(- | 
greſs it. | 

2, Gonlider whoſe law it is you 
rran{greſs, even thelaw of God. 

1. Its the law of an Omniſcient 
God, who ſeeth thee in all places, 
and will one day proclaim thy privy 
pranks upen the houſe-top, cur- 
tains and cloſet cannot conceal from 
him. Men and women may be 
naught, and. the world not know 
it,” but God knows it, and its ma- 
ny 
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hy times brouglit to light in this 
world, and their own tongues be- 
wray them, but what appears noc 
outwardly, is known to him that 
knoweth the heart 3 all thy ſe- 
cret and open violations of Gods 
Laws, all fins in thobght , word 
and ation, are known to him 
_ knoweth thy thoughts afar 
off, | 


2. The Law of a holy, .righte- 
ous and jealous God, who hateth 
fin perfe&ly, who will act pals by 
a breach, who cannot acquit the 
guilty , who will execute vyenge= 
ance upon all that wiltully perhſt 
in fin, who hath told you before- 
hand what the wages of: fin are, 
even eternal death. , 


3. The Law of that.God who is 
the Fountain of all good; on whom 
chou liveft,: from whom theu haſt 
thy being; continuance m thy be. 
ing, and' theſe things which make 
thy being comfortable. Ics the 
Law of that God who is the God ” 
K all 
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all chy mercies, and makes the 
creatures ſubje& and ierviceable to 
chee with their lives and vertues, 
and wilt not thou be (ub,e& to 


thy Creator. 


4 The Law of that God who 
accepts of ſincere obedience , for 
perfet; the will in (ome caſes, 
for the deed , pence for pounds ; if 
there be a willing minde it is ac- 
cepted, 


5s. The Law of that God who 


offers power to keep what he com- 
mands, will give the ability to do 
what h<requires. It thou fincere- 
ly defireth it, and faithfully de- 
pend upon him for it; P1omiles 
in the Goſpel are as large as Com- 
magd<, uſe the means, expe his 
bieſſi-g,.and do not cry. out againſt 
the rigour of Gods Laws, and im- 
pofſibility of keeping them, when 
thou neg eeſt the means, or neg- 
ligenrly uileſt them, and rynnef! in> 
to temptation ; avoid temptations 


carefully, ule the means diligently, 
depend 
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depend upon God, his Covenant and 
Premiſe faithfully, 2nd ' you. will 
find Gods Commandments not grie- 
vous, but his, yoke eaſie, and bur- 
den light. Jf you have any fear 
and dread of Gods Law, or ' love 
co God, take heed of fin which is 
the cranſgrefſion of Gods Law ; bue 
elpecially have a care of wilful pre- 
ſimpcuous fins; but what courſe 
fhall 7 take to | pr theſe, I 
ſhall here ſuperadd chree or four dis 

rections, 
t.'Take heed of and avoid the 
occaſions of fin: Agur prays nor. 
that he might not ſteal, bur that 
God would keep him out of thac 
condition that might occaſion him 
to commit it; Eve by talking with 
the Serpent, was at length caught to 
eat of the forbidden fruit ; David by 
ſceing B+thſheba waſhing her ſelf was 
tempted to commit Adultery ; Peter 
by intruding himſelf into the High- 
Prieſts Hall, outof too much confi- 
dence of his ſtrength, came to deny 
his Maſter, for this cauſe God come 
manded his people in the law not only 
K 2 that ' 
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o1artes Divine Fanc, Book that they ſhould 


3. 33 on Dinah. - worſh}p no Idol, 


bug .;that they 


I: is no leſs then ſilent Invi 1 Gemolifh all 


tation; : 


Althongh we ſcorn the fin, t0 the monuments of 


give th) occaſion. + | them, that they 

ſhould - make no; 

covenant, nor affinity , with thoſe 

who worſhyp'd them, leſt they ſhould 

be drawn by thele occaſions to com- 
mut idolatry. 


Many deceive themſelves who 
think it makes no matter: what com» 
gany they keep, what, places they: 
come -.in;* they mean not to be 
corrupted, but ory to obſerve the 
faſhion, or fatisfie their. curioſity, 
and ſo; Yenture on temptation. 1 
have read a. ſtory of one; Alipjuss 
who being. entreated. by an impor- | 
runate_ friend, to go along with 
him to 2 (Playhouſe, :wentr, though 
with no intention to fee the Play) 
but clean.. contrary of ſhutting 
his eyes , and ſtopping his ears, 
that he might neither hear, nor 
ſee che vanities which might work 
in 
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in him an inordinace and unlawful 


delight ; bne being there after a 


lictle while , fed his eyes - 2nd 
ears with thoſe vin fights, and 
profane ſpeeches. Jr was marvel- 
lous good Counſel which Ferom: 
in one of his Epiſtles, gives to 
Lets, in order co the bringing 
up of her daughter vertuoutly , 
be wiſheth her not to ſuffer her 
daughter to ſee rhoſe meats, 
which when ſhe ſeech migat be 
moved to defire; Et licet qui- 
dim patent majoris eſſe virtutis pre” 
ſentcm contemnere voluptatem » ta* 
men ego arbitror ſecurioris efſe con» 
tinentie neſcire qu 'd queras. Though 
ſome there be that think it a 
greater piece of vertue to Ccon- 
ctemn a pleaſure when it 15 pre- 
ſent, yet 1 judge it to be a thing 
of mere ſecurity not to know or 
ſee that thing which one may 
not ſafely defire, The Romans 
did not well provide fer the 
keeping their Law which they 
made, That Vrrgins ſhould drink 
no Wine, when they , permicted 

K 3 them 
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them to ſee it. -Sol9moys wildom 
went. beyond theirs, Prov, 23. 31. 
Not to look upon it when 1t g1- 
veth the colour in the Cup, and 
mo: eh it (elf arighr, 


T have read a ſtory of a young 
man, who fome conſ:derable time af- 
ter he had left che world, and be- 
tiken himſelf ro a Monaſtery, re- 
e:ived a packet of Letters from his 
father and mother, and divers of 
his dear friends, he durſt nut look 
on them, but threw them into the 
fire with theſe words, Tra cogatati- 
mes fatrie paritur concremaminiy 
me me witcrins ad illa que fugi 
y.vocare tcnctis, be gone ye thoughts 
of my countrey , and burn for 
company, for fear leſt ye rempt me 
me to look again rowards the 
things which 1 have forſaken. 


'Takeheed of the occaſions of fin ; 
occaſion 15 a ſnare whereby a mau 
becomes a prey to fin. 


2.A'fo 
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*2. Allow not your ſelves in leſſer 
miſcirriage;3 focbear ſmall fins, the 
do.3rin: of che Goſpel prohibics le(- 
ſer offeaces, and exc'u les fron hea- 
ven for the violation of ſmall com. 
mands, The Law fſaich, Thou al 
#0t commit adultery 3 the Goſpel? 
ſa ch, Thou ſhalt mat look, on ber t0 
Int after her, When peovle give 
libercy to chzmſelves 1A leſſer fins, 
they quickly fall into greater, from 
ſmaller oaths, they quickly proceed 
to deeper, frem cuſtomary vain- 
ſwearing, 0 fore-ſwearing , from 
contemplacive venery to aRtuil. Nay 
he thac wi'l take hi- liberty ro 
the full in chings hawful , will 
ealily be brought co things unlaw- 
ful. 


Greg. Mr. lib. 5. Solus in ilici- 
tir mn cadet, qui ſe alsjumdo & 
a licitis cute reſtringit, he only falls 
not info unlawful things, who de- 
nizth himſelf ſomecimes in _ chings 
lawful, he chac inurech himſelf co 
lighter figs for qualicy or de 'ree,will 
noc ſtick at greater if there be 0cca\ion 
K + P/al. 
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Pal. 1. 1. Bleſſed is the man that 
walks not in the counſel of the un- 
. godly; Expoſitors fay, - three de- 
grees Of jinners are mentioned 1n 
thoſe words, ungodly , finners , 
ſcornful; Ungodly are ſuch as 
fa now and then ; finners are -cu- 
ftomary and profett finners : ſcorn- 
ful are ſuch as are hardened in 
ſin, that they make but a Jeſt of 
it. And there are three degrees 
of partaking with finners 1n three 
words,walking,ftanding,ficting.1.To 
walk in their counſels, 1s to like and 
have a mind to their ill courſes. 
2. To ftandin their way, 1s to re- 
ſolv to be of their lociety. 3.To ſit,as 
to addift our ſelves wholly to 
their company and courles. 


3- The facility and eafineſs of 
paſſing from one degree of 1n to 
another, 1s here intimated; firft, 
give ear to ill counſel ; after- 
wards, receive it and practiſe it. 
Bucer oblerves in his Expoſition 
on the firſt Pllm: Primum al.- 
quantulum arrident 5 fuſt the cour- 
| {es 
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ſes of ill men pleaſe us, and ab 


.lare us to imitation 3 but as yet 


we ftand not in a fixt reſolution 
in them. But if we do not pre. 
ſently withdraw our feet by cu- 
ſtom, their deeds will prove more 
pleafing to us, and then we ſtand 
among them. If we allow our 
ſelves to ſtand among them 3 at 
I» all ſhame being ree&ed, and 
Gods fear repelled, we will whol- 
ly additt our ſelves to them. 


It is alſo Calvins obſervation , 
men do not at the firſt ftep aicend 
ſo high as a contempt of God; 
but after they have begun to give 
an ear to il] counſe]; the devil 
leads them on further till chey 
ruſb into manifeſt defettion., If 
you would not wilfully and pre- 
ſumptuouſly cranſgreſs Gods Law, 
allow nor your ſelves in lefler and 
lighter evils. 


Salviay in his fourth Book 4: 
Providentia, faith, That all m-n- 
kind rutheth in chis crder into 
eternal 


The Equitableneſs of Gods Law, and 
Pal. 1. 1. Bleſſed is the man that 
. walks not 'in the counſel of tbe un- 
- godly, Expoſitors fay, - three de- 
grees Of jinners are mentioned in 
thoſe words, ungodly , finners- , 
ſcornful; Ungodly arte ſuch as 
fa now and then ; finners are -cu- 
ftomary and profett finners : ſcorn- 
ful are ſuch as are hardened in 
ſin, that they make bur a Jeſt of 
it. And there are three degrees 
of partaking with finners in three 
words,walking,ftanding,fitting.1.To 
walk in their counſels, is to like and 
have a mindto their ill courſes. 
2. To ftandin their way, is to re- 
ſolv to be of their lociety. 3-To ſit,as 
to addift our ſelves wholly to 
their company and courles, 


3- The facility and eafineſs of 
paſſing from one degree of un to 
another, 1s here intimated; firft, 
give Ear to ill counſel ; after- 
wards, receive it and practiſe it. 
Bucer obſerves in his Expoſition 
on the firſt Phlm: Primum al.- 
quantulum arrident 5 fiſt the cour- 
| les 
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ſes of ' ill men pleafe us, and al 
| lure us to imitation ; but as yet 
we ſtand not in a fixt reſolution 
in them. But if we do nor pre. 
ſently withdraw our feet by Ccu4- 
ſtom, their deeds will prove more 
pleafing to us, and then we ſtand 
among them. If we allow our 
ſelves to ſtand amcng them; at 
Iſt all ſhame being reeed, and 
Gods fear repelled, we will whol- 
ly addict our elves to them. 


It is alſo Cal»iys obſervation , 
men do not at the firſt ftep aicend 
ſo high as a contempt of God; 
but after they have begun to give 
an ear to ill counſel; the devil 
leads them on further till chey 
ruſb into manifeſt defeftion, If 
you would not wilfully and pre- 
ſumptuouſ]ly cranſgreſs Gods Law, 
allow not your ſelves in lefler and 
lighter evils. 


Szlvian in his fourth Book 4: 
Providentia, ſaith, That all m-n- 
kind ruftheth in chis crder into 

eternal 
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eternil puniſh-nent, 1.KHe kindleth 
tne fire. 2 Gives ſtrength co it. 
3. Enters the flame whica hinalelf 
hath prepared. | 

Burt when doch man firft begin to 
Aimd'e this eternal flame, namely , 
when he firſt begins to lin ; when 
dth he give ſtrength to it, when 
he add> fin ro fin; when doth he 
Entec mto eternal flames, when he 
hich fail'd up the ſumme of his 
lins; mea come not to the height of 
fin, and fo co punithmene at once, 
bac by degrees trom leſſer to greater, 
leilec ftin5 make way for greater thee 
tour ways. 

1. By di poling the ſoul for great- 
er, in a mans body, frequent labors, 
£20191 but licele, beget a firnels to 
endure greacer, as Millv's cuſtom 
ry carrying his calf, while it was 
young, enable{ him to carry 1t on 
his thouldec waen it was come tO 
zrs full groweh. In 4 garment, a 
hetle rent makes it fit to receive 
2 Wider. Irs thus with che ſoul, 
if a. man keep his heart (o cire- 
lefly taat he ſuffers forme breach 
to 
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to. be. made, he-fits it thereby for 
receiving greater. Quz minima con- 
temwit paulatim decidit » faith Gre 
gorys he which cakech no heed of 
the leaſt, falls by degrees into the 
oreateſt 'abſurdities, as St. Augu- 


(tine faith of his mother, Surrcpſc- 


rat cz vinolentia, £0 much love of 
wine did ſteal on her ; this came by 
ſipping a lictle wine now and then, 
whena girle; this ill cuſtom would 
have brought on her great indecen- 
cies, had not a (ſervant of her fathers 
reproacht her, and call'd her neridi” 
bulam, which Saint Auguſtine calls 
medicinale ferrums a cCyring weapon. 


2, By wichdrawing thit which 
ſhould hinder greater, the fear of 
God: one kind of fin accuſtomed 
to, though little, makes the heart 


(© hard that in cimeit will ftickat 


no fin, 


3. Little fins encourage the de- 
vil to come on with ftrong tem- 
ptations to fouler; A mans patr 
ence in Putting up ſmaller wrongs, 
doth 
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doth hearteh an'inſoleat proud nt” 
Cure, to offer him greater indig- 
Amttes; Modeftie encourageth in- 
Pudence to at irs part in a /high- 
Sine Yen? Reſiſt the devil , faith 
ane James, and be will flee from 
you. If he flie when we reſiſt, he 
will come on! when we yield, vere 
cada ſunt initia prerati, the begin- 
Nngs of fin are baſbfu]. 


4+ Lefler fins cannot be exculed, 
concealed, or maintained, but by 
adding of greater, Dato wnico ab= 


Surdo mille ſequuntur, If 1n tempta- 


tion we admit one fin though ne- 
ver fo ſtall, he will force us for 
the defence of that to yield to 
more. Sarah's laughing at the 
Angel ended in a lie; Peters bare 
denial ended in execrat1on and cur- 
fing. If you would then be kept 


from great, grols, preſumptuons vi- 


olationsof Gods aw, then allow not 
zour ſelves in leſſer miſcarriages. 


3. Be fully and firmly reſolved 


to keep Gods Law , 28 unreſolved 
| man 


EE gr ee er Ytewn +: 
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man 435 'eafily overturned, when a 
temptation comes z #i4vxo,, Aman 
of eEwo minds is unſtable; if he 
be.in a good way he is ſoon cog'd 
out-'of.it by - an eafte tempcation 3 


he'ithat is unreſolved for God, may © 


be eaſily perſwaded te aft for the 
devil3 > Children - becauſe unreſo]- 


ved are ealily cozened- of their mo. 


ney, and © are unreſolved people 


of their ſouls. If: Foſepb had bin , 
fooliſh and fickle ; | he had been 


cog'd\into a loving League, bur 


his -reſalntion conquer'd all ' hee” 


charms: | -A''refolved Ehriſtian hath 


fixt' his: foot, and will not be re- 
moyed:; It muſt be a ſtrong tem- © 


ptation that muſt blow ſhim down , 
reſolution is like the ballaſt of a 
Ship. which poileth it agzinſt wind 
and weather; the' advantages of 
reſolution are very great; for, 


T. Reſolution conquers all per- 


ſwaſions, what was' the reaſon 


Ruth could not 'be . moved from 
following Nzomt ,' ' and Orphs was 
ſo ſoon entreated to be gone. The 
reaſon 
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reafon' is, Ruth had reſolved to a- 
bide by her mether, Orpha had nor. 
Whats the reaſon Saint Auguſtine be. 

| fore his Converſian was (o loth to 
leave fin, and live piouſly ; it was 
his unreſolvedneſs, when once he 
came to be fixt and reſolved,he krake 
off his ſins in a moment, and offered. 
violence to heaven, 


2.A reſolute man ſkall not be:trou- 
bled with many. temprations from 
the devil, or provocations by his 
friends: and companions, eſpecially 
when his reſolutions are once known; 
when Naomz ſaw: Ruth reſolute (he 
gave over diſſwading her, when Sr. 
P:x/s company- knew he was fted- 
faſtly bent tro goto Feruſalem, they 
left off, ſaying, the Will of the Lord 
be done, Ads 21. I3,: 


3. Arelved Chriſtian will not ea. 
fily be induced to that which'is e- 
vil, his relolution ſettles him. The 
devil may fling his fiery darts of 
1! ſuggeſtions at him; bur be is 
like 
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like a wall of braſs, beats chem all 
back,. and remains as he did, when 
the Syrens by their ſweet Songs, 
drew a great company of Ulyſſes his 
followers out of the Ship to their 
deftrution; Ulyſſes who had the 
wit to bind himſelf faſt to the maſt of 
the Ship, eſcaped the danger; fo 
when friends and a: quaintance come 
with their bewitching intreaties to 
draw us from God; if our hearts 
be bound tu the maſt of a fixed 
reſolution , we ſhall eſcape thote 
fins .and dangers which they ſeek to 
draw us to. Be fixed then in a 
good purpoſe as Frſhua was, who 
tefolved ftedfaſtly, let others do 
whit they would, he and kis heuſ- 
hold would ſerve the Lord. Jf chy 
relplution be not firong enough © 
hold thee in, back them wich 
vows, The Tſraclites were com- 
manded, to put away their ſtrange 
wives, but becauſe it was irkſom to 
them toleave their wives with whom 


they hd lived many years, on whom 


they h:d begct many children, 
| there- 


Fe 
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therefore they were content to 
lay on therſelves*''a Vow that 
they would do it, Ntbem. 5, 12. 
N:ch.miah made * the people ſwear 
and vow to reftore the goods 
.they had got by opprefſion, and 
Neh:m. 10. 29. the people entred 
into a curſe, and into an oath to 
walk in Gods Law, and obſerve all 
the Commandments of the Lord. 


If you would not wilfully and - 
preſumptuouſly. tranſgreſs. 'Gods * 
Law; then take heed of and a- 
void the occaſions of fanne 3 allow 


Not your ſelves in lefſer, miſcarri- 


ages, be reſolate. 7s fin the tran(- 
grefſion of Gods Law ; Then' here- 
by yon may judge whether you 
hate fin as fin or no. Sit in the 
formality of it is a tranſgreſſion of 
Gods Law. Is fin odious' to! you 
on this account; It may b2'odi- 
ous to youas it brings ſhame; hor- 
rour, and hell, and you not hate 
it as finne. If you hateic asfinne , 
you will hate it becauſe diſhonour- 


. able ro God, contrary to his Law; 


and 
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and if you bate it on this account, 
then you w1!l hate great and litcle, 
ſecret and open, becaiile every fin 
is the tranſgreſion of Gods Law ; 
If chere- be any fin in which thou 
liveſt and alloweft chy felt in it, 
chou art a baſe hypocrite, ud all 
thy Santtity Is but a Juggle to de- 
Jude thy (elf, and tae world, and 
tmake thee appear what thou are 
not, and Hell wi!l be thy portion, if 
thou repent not of, and [eive that 
darling luft, that thou art glu- 
ed to. 


But if thy heart takes part with 
the Law, and chon condemneſ thy 
ſelf for every fin, and fincerely de- 
fire, and earneſtly endeavouieſt ro 
conform to every Law of God, 
heartily defiring to have firength to 
conquer every fin , abaorring the 
Gight and fociety of thoſe thar have 
drawn thee to fin, avoiding all oc- 
caſions of £n, wziting upon Godin 
che diligent uſe of all Ordinances, 
as means of Sanctity, and Preſer- 

| vatives 
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vatives from fin, thou art then a 
Saint. 


Laſtly, Is: fn the tranſgrefſion 
of Gods .Law? then are we all 
{fnners, for we have a)jl tranſgreſt 
Gods Law, and we are all con- 
denn'd, and curſt by the Law, ard 
what ſhall we do to: get our fins 
pardoned, and the curſe ef the 
law removed 3 you miſt go to 
Chriſt, he died for our fin-, and 
roſe agen for -our Juſtification , 
who was made under the Law, 
to redeem thoſe that were under 
the Law. Repent therefore of your 
fins and believe in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, ' that you may be ſaved. Be 
wiſe for your ſonls , and being 
purſued and caft in the Court of 
Law, flie to that heavenly Chan- 
cery, the Office of Mercy and Mi- 
-tigation, Which is ſet up in the 
Goſpel, :nd th:e while it is call'd 
to day, before the Percullis be 
ſhut down, before the talent of 
lead ſeal up the meaſure of your 
wickeunels, and the irreverſible Ce- 
| er ec 


T: U weaſonihleaeſs of Sins 
er22 of writ't bs 9512 forth for Gol 
will n>taln1y3b2d:ipicl,nar luffec 
his Galpzl- evec co wait up31 05- 
durate ſ1112rs, or his So1 to ſtand 
ever at our doors, as if he (too2din 
nel If ouc adnittince; if you 
are relolved to contema grace , 
and keep your luttz 3 anJ judze 
your ſelves unworthy of eternal 
life, and ſtand in contempt and4 
rebellion againſt his Court of mer- 
cy, he. will diſmiſs you -to the Law 
again» 


What wile thou do if thou 
ſhould& be drag'd before Chriſts 
Tribunal, have all the fins char 
ever thou did{t commit charg'4up* 
on thee , and no' Advocate- to 
plead - for thee, and then the irre- 
verlible ſentence of damnation pals'd 
upon thee, and chou not able wich 
all thy cries to obtain one dram of 
thatmerey which chon haſt in chy 
life-time deſpi('d. 

When thou ſhale hereafrer peep 
out -of thy Grave, and ſee Hea- 
ven. and Earth on fire about tay 

; L 1 ears, 
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eares,and Chriſt coming in the flames 
of - that fire to execute vengeance 
ou iimpenitent hard-hearted fin- 
ners, Whither wilt thou flie from 
the Preſence of Him. that ſits on 
.t#hc Throne. 


>" Do not hate that Miniſter, who 
in love to your ſouls, perlwades 
you to; leave and hate your fins; 
do not deſpiſe that .love and mer- 
cy, that offers. you pardon upon 
your Repentance. 


Learn to judge your felves, that 
30u may not 'be condemned by 
the Lord, to forſike your fins, 
that God may not forſake- you ; 
to break them oft by repentance, 
that he may 'not break you in 
pieces like a Potters veſſel, flie 
to the Sanfuary of Gods mercy, 
before you be held to his Tribn- 
nal of Juſtice; All that God re- 
quires of you is to relinquiſh 
your finnes,, and in humility -and 
fincerity to aceept of a Saviour 3 os 
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this be done in truth, the- life of 
faith in an univerſal obedience 
will follow you here, and the end 
of your faith hereafter the falvati- 
on of your ſouls. 


G. H. 
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1, A Praftical Commentary or Expoſition 
upon the Pencateuch, Viz. Theſe five 
Books of M:ſ:s, Geneſis, Exodws,Leviticus, 
Numbers, Deutrrownmny 3 Wherein the 
Text of every Chapter 15 practically Ex- 
pounded according to theDodtrine of the 
Catholick Chareh, in a way not uſually 
trod by Commentators, and wholly ap- 
plied to the Life and Salvation of Chriſti- 
ans, by Ab. Wright 3 ſometime Fellow of 

5t. Fobns Colledg in Oxford. 

AL. Val. Mrirtialis Epigrammata In Uſum 
Schole Ieltmonaſterien(is. 

A Word to th: Aged,by Mr. Will.Briage ſom- 
time Fellow of Emznucl Colledge inCams 

+ brilee, and late Preacher of the Word of 

_ God at Termouth, 
Allens Vindicie Pietatis, In 3 parte, 
I. Containing a Vindicatien of Godlineſs in 
&. - the ſtrianels and ſpirituality-of it, from 
the imputatio@#sf Folly and Fancie, to- 
gether with ſeveral DireC&ions for main- 
caining a godly Life. 
2.The gudiyM :ns portion and San&uary,8c, 
3. Heaven Opened, ora brief and plain Difſ- 
, covery of the Ricates of the Covenant of 

grace 80. 

- Spare Minutes and Refolved Meditations, and 
premeditated Reſolutions, by A JVarwicks - 
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